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3 ski areas in Indiana
snowballing into success

By EDWARD WILLS Jr.

Skiing may seem an unlikely
industry for a state known for its
flatness. but Indiana’s eight ski ar-
eas attracted 250.000 customers last
year and added millions to the state
economy.

“We don't try to kid ourselves:
this isn't Colorado. But it's a good
hill and a good place to practice.”
said Ellen M. Perfect of Perfect
North Slopes near Lawrenceburg.
“So if they (skiers) are lucky enough
to go elsewhere, they will be ready "

While Indiana ski operators ad-
mit the conditions may be much
better in northern Michigan and the
western United States. they point
out that their facilities are much
closer and cheaper

“You have to drive six to eight
hours to northern Michigan to find
better skiing than Indiana.” said
Mary A. Frisby of Ski World in
Brown County.

Indiana's ski areas range from
New Carlisle in the north to Paoli
on the southern fringe.,One of the
areas is in a county park; the others
are family businesses or public cor-
porations. All feature snow-making
equipment and most offer pro
shops, ski instruction and equip:
ment rental.

INDIANA SKIING is a young
industry, dating to the early 1960s
when advances in snow-making
technology made it feasible.

Because of the industry's youth,
most areas are still making major
improvements, such as additional
snow-making capacity, more ski
trails and better ski lodges.

Operators estimate approximate-
ly 250000 skiers skied in Indiana
last year and attendance at some of
the areas set records. Several are

projecting even higher flgur(‘s for
the coming season.

Paoli Peaks lured more skiers
than anyplace else — 85,000 last
year, officials said. Many customers
were from Kentucky. Alabama, Ten
nessee and Illinois.

Ski World had 60,000 skiers last
year and is projecting 100.000 this
season.

MANY SKI areas use special
discounts to woo families. But oper-
ators say they have skiers of all
ages and that the slopes are popular
spots for teen-agers.

Most areas offer trails for begin
ning and intermediate skiers; some
have trails for expert skiers and
offer sanctioned racing activities.

Skiing is not necessarily a com-
petitive sport, said William H. John-
son of the Pines Ski Area near
Valparaiso. “It's just you and the
skis,” he said.

Ski operators estimate a skier

can visit an Indiana resort, rent
equipment and take a basic ski
lesson for less than $25. Costs are
higher for anyone wanting to buy
equipment, clothing or other extras

The Indiana ski season usually
opens in mid-December and closes
in early March. Warm weather or
rain can trim the season drastically
Bitter cold weather also is undesir
able

LIKE MOST industries, the Indi
ana ski business has gone through
its shakeout period

“It's like farming. you have good
years and bad years,” Johnson said.

Bitter cold weather and rain dur-

ing the 1981-82 winter caused hard
times for several resorts. One, Ski
Starlite in Clark County, went into
Chapter 11 bankruptey, from which
it never recovered. In 1981, Nash
ville Alps, a resort in Brown County,
filed for Chapter 11 protection and
eventually was sold to Ski World.

Operalors say they can make
snow when the mercury is as high
as 34 degrees, but temperatures
have ‘to fall into the upper 20s
before it is practical to manufacture
the white stuff.

“All we need are cold tempera
tures; if it never snows, we can
make it.” Johnson said.

Margret Kagi of Paoli Peaks
added, “Snow is our best advertis-
ing” but the resort is dependent on
manmade snow for skiing condi
tions

HOWEVER, MOST ski resort
spokesmen still operating said their
businesses are profitable, but they
declined to discuss finances.

Ski World, however, said it
grossed slightly more than §1 mil-
lion last year. The majority of a ski
area's profits come from equipment
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