News

by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/38217004

Globe-Gazette (Mason City, lowa) -

Sat, May 9, 1964 -

Page 4

Downloaded on Apr 7, 2022

GLOBE-GAZETTE

 Opinion page

Supports ski run at Pilot Knob

A WALK through the area pro-
posed for conversion to ski runs in
Pilot Knob State Park dispels many
doubts about the project. -

“The ski enthusiasts, who propone
private opentwn of four ski runs,
ask the use of 15 of ‘the park’s 320
acres or about 5 per cent of the
total.

Only half of the 15 acres would
be cleared for the runs and motor-
ized ski lift.

Wooded areas would be retained
near the top of the slope (from the
nearby tower on top -of Pilot Xnob,
you can’t see one run that has been

" cleared) and between the runs. '

The operation would be about '70_
to 75 .ddys in duration, starting in
December and ending by the f.rst
of March.

y Parkmg would be on aducent
private land or in areas already. des-
lgmted. for parking. on ltate land..

The chnlet would be bullt on pnvm e

land...

The gki area is more than a ha]f-
mll from* Dead Man’s Lake, a ‘site
i ¢ by naturahsts. w'ho have ob-

z

ology - and _ geographic areas for

*. which the park was ons‘ma]ly estab—'-

h’hed ”» .
It is. dlffncult to see how use of
15 ‘acres. .in the park in ‘the winter

only’ would "deatroy’ the other nat- i

ural values
i

and’ conservatlomsta 'I'hey do note

_ however, Vthat they cleared portlons

ngamst the clearmg work which
was done mth the" omcnal bles.smg

“to. the ski''project as some-' {
thmg that would “destroy the ‘ec-

"he ah proponents dont*]_:ehb' 2

of the Iowa State Conser v;mon Com-
mission.

There ‘also is a conflict thh a
pnvate ski run ‘operated just outside
the park by Odell Forslund of For-
est City.:

He has a' smgla run ‘that he Has "

developed and which served large
numbers of skiers three years ago,
when snow was plentiful. -Lack of
snow.permitted only three days of

: akung two years ago and nono this

year, however, -
Members of the Pilot Knob Skx
and Recreatlon, Inc., which is asking

‘ for use of state land contend that
'snow-makmg equipment is essential

for sustained.operation.
They are supported in thm be-
lief by a Minneapolis operator of a

ski' center who viewed: the Pilot-

Knob slope this week. He' said ‘sev-
‘etal runs, as are p_ropoud at Pilot

Knob, are required to make installa-

tion of . snow-makmg equlpment fi-
nanemlly feasible. ~
"The Pilot Knoh Ski and Recrea-

,rtwn Clubl assumes that bidding

W uld be open for private operation
e skn runs. Spokesmen say they
care who operates the runs—

,—_thelr club Forslund or any other in-

d vldunl—so long as it is done prop-

erly and in” a -manner to promote

this fast-g'rowmg uporb

; SR : :

The _ conservation “commission
in Muon City: next Mondny

v center in' Towa, without damaging:
the unique bmloglcal community in.

the park
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