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RouGE Park

Rouge Park's “ski hill’

‘Daniel Mears/ The Deioi News

Winter sports project
may be an uphill battle

City says lack of money means more delays

By Jeremy Pearce
The Demit News

In an imaginary lit line on the
western edge of Detroit, Terry Min-

nick is waiting for entrance to the

Detroit River in Rouge Park. Offi-
cials planned to cap the dredge with
clay and create a hill that could be
used for skiing, sledding and other

‘winter sports.
“The whole thing is totally asi-
ick, who has lived

nine,” said Minnick,
across from the park since 194,
“Nobody can get to the ‘ski hill’
i fonced off. Every time

by fences and.

1y, seid Richard Hautau, hiefand-

“I’ve seen this area and the
whole city deteriorate. .. I
don’t want to stay here much
longer.”

RESIDENT TERRY MINNICK

years, “There’s o real demand for a
ski hill here.”

Dredge from St. Aubin Marina
and Porterfield Wilson Marina Vil-
Iage was deposited at the site in
1991. At the time, lead contamina-
tion at both sites was reported to
exceed U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standards.

Parks officials capped the mound
with “abouta fof”of lay. Later, they

1 drive by the thing, |
theyl inally clean it all up,” she

sai
City parks officials admit the hill
is contaminated with lead and oth-

ty parks,

ity coun-
il members to complete the hill or
clean the site up, but say they've yet
o see any action on the project.

hill Fences and warning signs now

er heavy metals, but say the site is
safe and that leach

lush, beautiful,
area,” said David Mal-

ety officals securo funds to fin-
/ ; "

past the hill and through the park.

halab, a resident who has opposed

sai prob
ably truck in clean soil from high-

by

big pile of pol-

hill,” said Ernest Burkeen, director
of Detroit's Parks and Recreation

iow.
luted dirt surrounded by fences and

gl
But Minnick suspects the city's
an

warning signs,

it
it a winter sports area. It5 a ques-

But it's also been a question of
time, some residents sid st week.
par

e that the mound will remain conta-
minated.

ski hill may

Other resi stion the
need for a ski facility in a city not
ly

il racing ic hopefuls.
“Who ki

whol
" she said. “Tm going]
o move out somewhere. I don' want|
10 stay here much longer”
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