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Snow

Continued From 1A

going to be well worth the
wait.”

The artificial snow sys-
tem uses a low-pressure
pump to take water from
the lake at Hawk Island
park and transfer it to a
high-pressure system that
creates snow.

It is designed to fulfill a
new trend in which skiers
and snowboarders want to
hone their skills at terrain
parks rather than steep
mountainsides. The park is
based on a smaller proto-
type in Denver.

“Our principal motiva-
tion is to get people away
from the TV and video
games in the wintertime,”
Bosheff said. “We've got to
start loving snow.”

Expert advice

Experts from across the
nation have had a hand
in shaping the project, he
said, along with help from
northern neighbors.

Although the county se-
cured a federal grant dis-
tributed by the state for
$75,000, which is matched
by county funds for the tub-
ing hill, much of the work
and items going into the
snowboard side of the park
have been donated.

ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

A snow-making machine and snow-grooming vehicle will
be used at the Hawk Island Snow Park.

The county also ap-
roved an additional
35,000 in May to develop

that side of the park, which
will be repaid through
admission ticket profits,
Bosheff said.

A total project cost
wasn't available, officials
said, due to continual chang-
es and donated materials.

For example, most of
the snow-making machines
that will be used for the
park are borrowed from
northern ski resorts, along
with the single machine
owned by the county,
Bosheff said.

But even with the snow-
making equipment, the
weather needs to be right
to artificially create snow.

That means humidity
needs to be low, along with
temperatures.

The park features be-
ginner, intermediate and
advanced-level areas, Ben-
nett said.

Seeking sponsors

Jeff Deehan, 27, of Lan-
sing, is vice chairman of
the Hawk Island Action
Sports Operation Commit-
tee, which is made up of
14 arearesidents, including
Michigan State University
students, who are interest-
ed in using the snow park
and working to make it a
reality.

He said the committee
is working to find corporate
sponsorships for the park.

TIMELINE

» January 2011 —
Lansing-based Landscape
Architects & Planners, which
already was working on a
tubing hill for the park,
approached county

officials about building a
snowboarding/skiing
component.

» May — Ingham County
commissioners approve
$35,000 to develop the
snowboarding/skiing side of
the hill.

» November — Ingham
County commissioners
approve Hawk Island Snow
Park organizers to work with
Friends of Ingham County
Parks to raise funds.

» Mid-December —
Expected opening time for
park delayed due to longer-
than-expected wait times for
electrical components for the
park and lack of snow.

» January 2012 — Final
approvals of snow-making
equipment and tow ropes;
waiting on cold tempera-
tures to make snow.

“Our goal is to ensure
that everything that hap-
pens here isawesome," said
Deehan. He added that he
knows the park will draw
many snowboarders and
skiers from hours away.

“We want this thing to be
a world-class snow park,”
he said.
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