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WAITING

OUT A

Laura Misjak
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Nearly everything’s in
place for the debut of the
county’s unique new snow
park except one vital in-
gredient — snow.

Balmy weather has
been daunting for winter
recreation spots through-
out the state. The lack
of tradition-
al January [§
weather,
complete
with snow,
seems to be
more frus-
trating for
those wait-
ing to ven-
ture to Hawk Island Snow
Park’s snowboard and ski
rails, and the new tower-
ing tubing hill that has
been in the works since
January of last year.

“There’s no question in
our minds that if we could
make snow in mid-Decem-
ber, we would be open,”
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Ingham County Parks employee Brian Weston tightens the upper tow lift wheel Friday as he helps get the tow lift
cable system ready at the Hawk Island Snow Park being built at the county park.

Despite delay in opening,
park will be ‘worth the wait’

Workers navigate through the mud at the Hawk Island
Snow Park, which will eventually accommodate snow-
boarding, skiing and tubing.

said Pete Bosheff, of Urban
Snowparks LLC and one of
the park organizers.

The park was originally
slated to open by the mid-
dle of last month. But a wait
on a custom-made electric
programming board for the
snow-making machines,
and the lack of snow al-

together, has officials hop-
ing for an opening in early
Febmry.

“This is such a unique
project, none of us have
had the opportunity to
‘work with something like
this,” said Ingham County
Parks Director Willis Ben-
nett. “The electrical com-

AT A GLANCE
A lack of snow and
unforeseen delays have

caused the opening of the

Hawk Island Snow Park to be
pushed past its mid-Decem-
ber opening date.

Officials hope the park
can open in early February, if
weather cooperates, and will
offer a tubing hill and rails
and boxes for snowboarders
and skiers.

Hawk Island Park is
located at 1601 E. Cavana-
ugh Road.

Snow park admission is
$5 for children, $7 for adults.
Annual passes will be avail-
able for $59 for kids and $99
for adults.

ponents are all new to us.
It'sbeenanuncomfortable
learning curve.

“But we all know the fi-
nal productisgoing tobe so
amazing that even though
there’s been a delay, it's

See SNOW, Page 2A
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