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We've Come aLong Way

From First Ski ‘Resort’
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Petoskeyites, who discovered having fun in the snow in the
1920’s, were also pioneers in the operation of ski resorts.

In fact the forerunner of today’s plush ski operations here was
started in the 1930s on a farm a couple miles east of Petoskey.

Several people jogged my memory on this after I wrote a
column last week telling how folks entertained themselves in
winter here years ago.

The Petoskey Ski Club sometime in the late 1930's leased land
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from the late Julius Fettig for ski jumping and skiing. The rope
tow was powered by a Model A car sitting on top of a hill and it
was operated by Ray Fettig Sr. The car was “partially”” housed.

Ray recalls that Chim and Fritz Curtis and Lou Hankey were
active leaders in the ski club and while the jump didn't get the use
the slopes did, it was an attraction for years.

The city plowed the drive to the Fettig farm so skiers could get
in. The ‘‘snowtrains’ were met by horse and sleigh and skiers
were taken out to the farm. And they warmed up in the Fettig
house and were served lunches, but this got to be a bit too much.

So the ski club had a small building hauled in which was placed
at the base of the main hill and skiers could use it for warming up
and getting lunch. Josephine Fettig, who had served lunches
from the home, then served them in the building.

In either 1939 or 1940 the University of Michigan's great All
America star Tom Harmon crowned the Michigan Winter Queen
here and, a number of people recalled, skied on the farm slopes.

We were also told that the ski jump at the farm finally became
unsafe but was still an attraction to youngsters who wanted to
climb it or try it so it was razed for safety. At the back of Petoskey
Winter Sports Park there was a big jump on “Suicide Hill”, now
also gone, where jumpers from many cities came each winter for
competition.

Folks also used to ski behind cars and this could be quite a thrill,
even with 1930 speeds.

From this small beginning, skiing has evolved in this area to a
big winter business with many employees. The fancy lounges,
swimming pools, plush dining areas and all the rest came much
later. As did $10 and $12 lift tickets. Nobody this morning could
remember the daily fee for using the one-car powered rope tow,
but they didn't think it amounted to much. But in those Depression
Days it didn't take much for it to amount to something and skiing
wasn't for everyone even then.

The early slopes would probably today be declared ‘‘bunny
slopes” or perfect for cross country skiers, but it was the best
available at that time. And certainly better than anything most
anywhere else you could reach by train and sleigh in the winter.

Skiers bundled up in bulky wool. The skis were long, there were
no $200 boots to wear or safety bindings unless you called a leather
strap and a heel locked on with a cut innertube a safety binding.

Certainly nobody in the 1930's visualized skiing as it is here
today, but it was fun-then as now.
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