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Northeast touted for economy skiing

A plan to limit the number of
weekend skiers at one major Mich-
igan lodge this winter is the first step
toward controlling crowds at state
ski areas, according to Automobile
Club of Michigan.

“The last three seasons have
brought unprecedented 15-20 percent
yearly increases in weekend skiers
at many Michigan resorts,” stated
Joseph Ratke, Auto Club touring
manager. ‘‘Predictions of another
record year have forced West Mi-
chigan’s Sugar Loaf to raise week-
end lift fees $3 this season.”’

Saturday and Sunday lift passes at
that lodge west of Traverse City
have shorter lift lines and better
quality skiing on less-crowded
slopes.

To encourage weekday use, Sugar
Loaf will keep lift fees at last year's
$8 daily rate and offer special pack-
ages also available through other
lodges which include free skiing and
lodging for children.

Ratke noted that Sugar Loaf is fol-
lowing the lead of some popular east-
ern and western U.S. ski areas,
which control weekend and holiday
crowds with higher lift fees or limits
on lift ticket sales.

No other state lodge contacted by
Auto Club plans to limit weekend ski-
ing this season.

Even though three of last season’s
ski areas are not opening this
December and no new lodges have
been built, this s the third straight
winter 58 lodges are listed on Auto
Club’s ski guide.

Timberlee, near Traverse City,
and Tyrolean Hills, near Gaylord,
were not open last winter but plant
to operate this season. Middleville
Ski area, near Middleville, opened in
mid-season last winter and will con-
tinue operation this season.

Adventure Mount, near. Green-
land, in the western Upper Penin-
sula, will not re-open this year. City-
owned Mount McSauba, near Char-
levoix, is undergoing remodeling
and could re-open sometime this sea-
son. Mount Mancelona was closed
last season, and its new owners
could not be reached to determine
when it will open this winter.

Skiers will pay an average $7.30

for daytime weekend lift fees this
season.

Lowest fee in the state this year is
$1 at Petoskey's city-run Winter
Sports Park. The most expensive
skiing available is at Sugar Loaf.

“‘Skiers will find lodges unique in
each region of the state,”” Ratke
pointed out.

With lift tickets ranging from $1 to
$15 daily on weekends, West Mi-
chigan’'s 24 lodges offer the state's
widest variety of prices and ser-
vices. Southwest areas cater to day-
users, while northern resorts have
amenities such as heated swimming
pools, deluxe at-slope condominiums
plus lodge rooms and dining rooms
overlooking the slopes.

The Upper Peninsula’s 14 ski
lodges are similar in variety to West
Michigan's. Its areas run the gamut
from local hills used by high schools
and colleges to complete luxury re-
sorts with the state's highest verti-
cal drops. Lift tickets range from $2
to $12 on weekends.

East Michigan's slopes are ideal
for individuals and families seeking
skiing without the high-priced extras
of luxury resorts. Two of the 12 areas
feature group dormitories and a
third has chalet and motel lodging,
with lift tickets priced from $2.50 to
$9.

Southeast Michigan's eight areas
probably are the most heavily skied
in the state. Each offers near-home
fun no more than an hour by ex-
pressway from major population
centers. They offer what's billed as
the state's best snowmaking capa-
bility enabled it to open the ski sea-
son in mid-November before north-
ern Michigan resorts had snow.

It is estimated that nearly two mil-
lion Michiganians took to the slopes
last winter, generating more than
$167 million in business, or four per-
cent of Michigan’s total tourist in-
dustry revenues.

Operators at more than half the
state’s ski areas have used their
windfall profits to make significant
improvements in the form of new
lifts, runs and structures. Lodges
with improvements, listed by region,
are:

West Michigan's-NUB'S Naob,
Harbor Springs, a new four-place
chairlift and beginner and inter-
mediate runs, a remodeled lodge
with cafeteria space upped 50 per-
cent and ‘“‘brown-bagger” area,
parking and ski rental stocks dou-
bled with snowmaking capacity tri-
pled. Hilton Shanty Creek, Bellaire,
night skiing on four runs, a new rent-
al shop, beginner and intermediate
runs, five miles of cross-country
trails and 25 percent more snowmak-
ing capacity. Sugar Loaf, Cedar, 16
concominiums, 500 sets of rental skis
and $100,000 worth of grooming and
snowmaking equipment. Royal Val-
ley, Buchanan, cafeteria space
upped 10 percent, a quick service
food counter, renovated rental area
and widened chairlift ramps.

Cannonsburg, removed three rope
tows, added three runs, weekend
lounge entertainment and half-price
weekday skiing for persons over 65.
Caberfae, Cadillac, increased night
skiing to seven days, slope lighting
upped 50 percent, cafeteria expand-
ed 40 percent. Crystal Mountain,
Thompsonville, re-contoured three
runs, remodeled lodge and lifts open
on weekends at 8 a.m. Winterskol,
Lakeview, two miles of cross-
country trails. Missaukee Mountain,
Lake City a 650-foot advanced run.
Schuss Mountain, Mancelona, an 80-
bed group dorm plus 15 miles of
cross-country trails. Boyne Moun-
tain, Boyne Falls, a 1,400-foot begin-
ner slope and rope tow. Boyne High-
lands, Harbor Springs, cafeteria
seating upped 130 percent to 3,500
Traverse City Holiday, rope tows on
two runs

East Michigan — Michaywe, Gay-
lord, lowered lift fees 50 cents
Sylvan Know, Gaylord, a double
chairlift serving beginner and inter-
mediate runs. Mount Maria, Spruce,
a 4,000-foot expert trail. Mio Moun-
tain, a new intermediate run and ad-
ded cross-country rentals. Snow-
snake, Harrison, expanded skiable
terrain by 15 percent and its parking
lot by 50 percent. Mott Mountain,
Farwell, a ski lodge seating 125 per-
sons in its cafeteria and added down-
hill rental stock.
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