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Bintz Resort Opens Dec. 15

4004oot tow will lift skiers to from Michigan State Univer-)
News Staff Writer the top cf the beginners’ slope. sity with a major in horticul-|

Michigan's newest ski hill— PART OF THE EARTH used ture, was convinced the ski
a planned resort complex in- for the hill was dredged from resort was a needed facility in|
cluding a 1500tree orchard, a pond originally intended as the tricounty area—and for|
cider mill, bakery, gift shop an irrigation reservoir for a his farm.
and fishing pond—is scheduled raspberry plantation. Bintz  Bintz said he believes the
to be opened Dec. 15 by John now plans to extend the pond, oj will operation will com-
C. Bintz at his Thomas TowD- to cover six acres With a} pare “favorably” with the
ship fruit farm at 4535 North depth of 30 feet, He'll stock nearest facilities in the Clare
River Road. :the “lake” with fish. | or Flint-Pontiac arcas 60

Bintz, who was the Sagi- re;:r\‘?:i?-lt;g: r';?n;‘;r:::irﬂihi miles away. |
naw Junlor Chamber of Com- |pond also will provide a water| In addition to a center for
merce's choice as the Out- - ilskiing enthusiasts in the tris|

: - source for machines which will S<iing enthusiasis in the tri-|

standing Young Farmer of & o . SR h

; roduce “snow" to cover the county area — including the
1961, admits that the idea of |” | Saginaw Ski Club- with its 300|
slopes. Saginaw Ski Club- with its i

building an 80-foot-high ski aen : ¢ bers—the t 1

i 2 = A 32x64-foot aluminum build- Members—the resort complex

hill on {lat farmland was an i Il include th i i

ambitious “do - it- yourself - ind, decorated with mahogany Will include the existing gift

o E paneling and a driftwood-finish' $hop, operated by his mother,

project ceiling,. will include a rental Mrs. Carl Bintz, the cider mill,

The project, which will be shop for ski equipment,jbak""y,“"d wholesale and ""i
known as the Bintz Apple kitchen, dining area and lounge| tail fruit business.
Mountain Ski Resort, started —all overlooking the ski area! Bintz also books sleigh rides
last November with an eight- and pond. |and hay rides on the farm
foot. knoll on a 60-acre field property. His wife, Joan, a
behind his farm. | former school teacher, guides

Construction of the hill in- |groups of school children on
volves scooping a third of a |a tour of the Iruil: farm opera-
million cubic yards of earth tions, and the gift shop and|
The scooped area and adjacent cider mill have attracted|
“mountain” of earth will pro- ‘9“ ough interest to require|
vide a maximum 900-foot ski Sheriff’s deputies to control
run ending at a lodge. traffic at the farm.

The slope for advanced and i |
intermedite skiers will be| BINTZ, A SKIER h““sl-!f-:
served by a 600-foot tow and said he wasn't discouraged|
5 .y when he first made his plans

By FRANK SZARENSKI

As the project develops,
Biniz plans to convert the
“temporary” warming house
to a maintenance building
and construct a rustic ski
lodge. However, this is
planned for five years in the
future,

The resort also is expected
to take up the seasonal slack
in the farm operations be-
tween harvest time in the

H J known, but a number of peo-| fall to tree spraying and |
rpqa'sLCPha"‘men 5 ple, including several rela-| crop planting in April. The

1 |tives and contractors, “just| farm employs up to 32 peo- |
g + rogram shook their heads." ‘ ple full time during peak

Speaker at the Tuesday| But the 30-year-old fruit| operations, Sixteen are re- ‘

who

night meeting of Saginaw Val-|farmer, was graduated!
ley Chapter American Society
for Metals, will be Ralph P
Schmuckal, supervisor of rub-
ber and plastics research|
laboratory, Ford Motor Co.
The meeting, beginning at 6:30
pm. at High Life Inn, has
been designated as past chair-
man’s night. Schmuckal, a|
graduate of the University of}
Detroit, will discuss “Material |
Choice as it Affects Basic De-|
sign.” Technical chairman fnr}
the meeting will be Gordon W.|
Harry of AC Spark Plug Divi-|
sion, General Motors. ‘

21 Horses Die |
In Stable Fire

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y.|
-\P- Twenty-one harness rac-I
ing horses perished Satur-|
day in a fire that destroyed|
one barn and damaged anntherl
at Saratoga Raceway. |

A track security policeman
said none of the horses stabled|
in the “Y" barn escaped.

Several grooms, awakened

tained in the winter, but |

SKI SLOPE—Earth moving equipment creeps al
by securify officers, fled beginners slope at the Bintz Apple Mountain Ski Resort,
safely. 4335 North River Road, which is scheduled to open Dec. 15.

No one was reported injured.| A steeper run for more experienced skiers is being built at

Newest Ski Hill Nearby

AN !
long the the rate of one foot each day. This part is out of view at |

only 10 are needed for fruit
operations in the winter,

. -

BINTZ PLANS to begin
grooming, the hill and install-
ing lights and tows on Dec, 1.

He pointed out that the hill
is not designed to give expert
skiers a workout, but for fami-
ly recreation.

A crew operating a tractor
and scraper purchased by
Bintz are working under the
lights on a 24-hour, seven-day-
a-week schedule to prepare the
resort for the December dead-
line. -

The biggest problem in the
project has been Mother Na-
ture. The earth moving equip-
ment has been mired in the
rain-soaked construction area
“dozens of times” for up to 23
hours

Slowups in the work
schedule and machinery
breakdowns have boosted
costs for the project 25%
over eslimates, Bintz said.
MSU experts suggested a
§100,000 outlay for the proj-
ect “and they didn’t under-
estimate,” B said. He in-
dicated the cost would be
closer to $200,000.

SKI LODGE — John C. Biniz, Thomas Township fruit
farmer, inspects the ski lodge which overlooks a 900-foot-
long ski run created by Bintz at the rear of his farm as
part of a ski resort complex. In addition to the ski slope
operations and stocked fishing pond, other attractions are
the cider mill, bakery, gift shop and the wholesale and retail

| fruit business on the farm. (Saginaw News Photo)

and Bintz has asked about es- protection against westerly
tablishing a ski patrol on the winds or direct sunlight from
All phases of the project are|slopes. |the south to ensure a 10 to 12-
being performed by Bintz and| Construction of the hill — week skiing season.
his crew, except for electrical which is climbing at the rate| Riniz, a co-partner with his
work. |of a foot each day — may con- wife and mother in the vent-
But the project also had gen-|tinue for three years during yre, feels this way about the
erated enthusiasm, he said. |the off-season. Bintz vxplnmodipmjch “It's been a lot of
Three skiing instructors have that the slope, which faces headaches, but it's been fun
applied for jobs at the resort,'northeast, was designed for and I enjoyed it."

Saginawian's
Second Book
Being Published

Walter M. Germain, 541
South Park, received word in
New York last week that Haw-
thorne Book Corp. is publish-
ing his second book,, “A New
Look inte Your Mind” through
the eyes of a parapsychologist.

While in New York with his
wife, Germain helped cut a
cake during the taping of a
“PM East” television show in
conjunction with the sleep!
learning program of Stanford
Institute, Cleveland. The pro-
gram will be seen on eastern
TV stations Monday.

86, Kills Wife

BRUSSELS, Belgium -(UPD)
An 86-year-old man killed his
75-year-old wife with a kitchen
knife because she wanted to
leave him after 52 years of
married life, police sources
said. |

ey P ",

the left. Other machinery will follow the earth mover to
groom the hill for skiing. (Saginaw News Pholo)
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