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West State's Newest

Ski Area

INISHING touches were applied

last week readying West Michigan's

newest ski area for the coming rush of
winter sports enthusiasts.

Bear Hills, located near the south side
of Bear Luke village, a vemture
backed by six area businessmen and one
Detroit physicis

The area has been set up with em-
phasis on entire family participation
with three electrified rope tows, one of
which is reserved exclusively for to-
boggans and sleds. |

Seven Runs

Seven ski and toboggan runs are
available from the tow-top sections of-
fering intermediate and beginning
slopes from 600 to 1,400 feet. All runs
are constructed on northside slopes of
the high area overlooking scenic Bear
Lake.

The area is only two minutes drive
from the center of Bear Lake village
which lies on US31 about 16 miles north
of Manistee.

Bernie Keillor, Bear Lake business-
man and president of Bear Hills, Inc,,
said, “We have groomed these slopes
inch by inch so they now offer really
smooth skiing.”

An attractive 30 by 50 ski lodge
stands on a middle ridgeline overlook-
ing the area. It is complete with snack
bar, large hooded fireplace and redwood
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Is Ready

furniture to match the outside lodge
paneling.

The top of the lodge now serves as an

additional observation platform offer-
ing a panorama of all the slopes and
Bear Lake. On a clear day Lake Michi-
gan can be seen from the lodge top.

The building is constructed s
ond story can be added if necessary.

a sec-

Keillor said the slopes will be lighted
for nighttime public use on Tuesdays.
Thursdays and Saturdays from 7 to 10
p.m. and on other nights available for
private parties.

Certified ski instruction by Wayne
Walters of Manistee, who is also asso-
ciated with the Manistee Winter Sports
Area, will be available for night skiing
sessions, although a definite schedule of
instruction has not been set, Keillor
said.

Skating, Rides

The area also is near the village's ice
skating rink, and Keillor said that ar-
rangements also can be made for winter
sleigh rides originating at the Bear Hills
center.

Businessmen associated with the area
besides Keillor are Dennis McCarthy,
Ernest Rowland, Ralph Nicely, Judd
Reinger and Marlon Shotley. Dr. Don
Raney of Detroit is also a director. Dee
Randall of Bear Lake is manager of the
winter sports area.

SUN 'N' SNOW SKI SHOP

51 MONROE, N. W.  GL 1-0841
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HOLWERDA-SNOAP |l

1955 S. Division
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THE

MOST BEAUTIFUL
NORWEGIAN "
SWEATERS

NOW IN STOCK
Siaaded, maled colors—siivs
d, red, peacock and French
Blus — in'a lantasy of artul
dlhqnl—(rl"nﬂ in soft heavy
wool yarn. Cardigans and 1lip.
overs for men and women
LLOYD'S CROWN IMPORTS
The Heme of Unusual Gifts!

Oftawa af Paarl. N. W,
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Michigan's SKIS

Compleie WITH CUBCO BINDINGS
ALSO. ..
@ HART
SKI SHOP | |esrem
@ ERICSEN
featuring : ® BILZZAK |
OKASTLE 7

®Head Skis
@®Rieker Boots

@®Bogner Ski
Clothes

COMPLETE LINE

SKI CLOTHING * |
and EQUIPMENT

. LL PEARSON AND .
complete skiwear PAUL FLASMAN TO SERVE YOU!

for children

aiLL ¢ PAULS ]

uucx:nzl:. BOSTOCK - Sl PURTHHU$ '
MONROE ".sz- Loke Drive 5. E.

OFEN MON., Wﬂ '.‘NUIS i,

Open 'til SAT., -m. n P, M.
\ Monday Thra Friday / Free Porkisg tore

SKI CLOTHING

©COMPLETE QUTFITTERS FOR ENTIRE FAMILY
LARGE SELECTION—REASONABLY PRICED

VI SPORTING GOODS
44 Monroe, N. W. GL 8-9020

BEAR HILLS at Bear Lake
joins West Michigan's roster
of winter sports areas for the
first time this year. Bernie
Keillor, left, president, and
Dee Randall, manager, find
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redwood furniture and a roof-
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! DID YOu Ol'l' EVERVTHING \’OI.I NEED H
{ FOR SKIING AT CHRIIT‘MASI {
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If you aren’t completely outfitted and are ju!| |lch|ng
to head for the slopes, yet need some ski items, we
feature Head Skis . . . along with a complete line of
bindings, poles, boots and clothes.

— Ski Rack Carriers for all Cars —
We rent Skis, Boots, Poles, Heads, Car Racks

Complete Ski Qutfitters

SCHANTZ Hardware
=a SKI SHOP

| Open Monday and Friday Evenings I
408 Front, N. W, Plenty of Parking Phone GL 9-3597

e 19

it

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



