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Bear Hills
Makes Its Play j
For Ski Crowd

—Grand Rapids Press Phatographer.

BEAR HILLS ski patrol members, loft to right, Ronald Huff-
man, John Wills and Robert Bond, get ready to go on night
patrol among the skiers using the area’s six ski runs.

SIDE VIEIV ol Bear Hills lodge, above, shows how it nestles against a hill, making it posubhv o
walk onto the roof from the parking area for a panoramic sight of the sh, toboggan and sled

BEAR Hills at Bear Lake, which opened
for the first time last winter season, is
showing every indication of becoming a
strong contender for the West Michigan
fun-in-the-snow crowd.

Its facilities on 85 acres of hilly
terrain are being expanded as the need
arises. The area, just off US31, 16 miles
north of Manistee, now has six ski runs
and sled and toboggan runs. The ski runs
are about 1,000 feet long with a 300-foot
vertical drop. 3

“Qur toboggan run has gone over
good,” said Robert Huffman, ski area man-
ager. “Bear Hills is the only ski area in
the vicinity with such a run serviced by a
toboggan tow.”

The hills are favorites with family
groups. While the older children ski, the
parents can toboggan and the smaller
youngsters in the family can go sledding,
all at the same time.

Bear Hills’ comfortable lodge has an
open fireplace and a snack bar. Situated
in the side of & hill, the lodge's roof is level

with the parking lot, and visitors can walk
onto it for a panoramic view of the entire
ski and toboggan areas. The large picture
windows also offer the same view from in-
side

The ski school at the area is under
the direction of Larry Keillor and Lee
Randals, both of Bear Lake. Classes are
held each Thursday at 8 p. m.

Accommodations include a choice of
hotels and motels within easy reach of the
ski area; restaurants and snack bars are
nearby, and shopping areas are not lacking.

Bear Hills has gradual slopes for be-
ginners and fast runs for experienced
skiers. It is open on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 4 to 10 p. m., Saturdays, 10 a. m.
to 10 p. m., and Sundays from 10 a. m. to
8 p. m. The area is lighted for night skiing,
and is available for special party groups
even on the days it is closed to the general
public. Information on ski conditions and
reservations, if wanted, can be had by call-
ing Bear Lake 113.
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®Unique Design

®Tremendous Feeling of Space
®Minimum of Upkeep

®Other Sizes

®Delivered and Erected
®Complete Service, If You Wish
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Alpine Prima Metal Skis 95

with P-Tex Base. .

su- Flex Fiberglass L0,
.............. ﬁ/oor;

Henke Speedfit for Men. l4llll
‘62 Models. Were $55. Now

Al BLIZZARD '50/
SHIS. . eseduvaces '0 OFF
Al Garmisch
i IO Y s one
Ali Hickory. Stee) Edge 2
Record Skis. Good 5‘9!5 HEAD sKIs
size range. Now.......

THE MOST WANTED AND
COPIED SKI |N THE WORLD

[ LARGE RENTAL DEPT.— |
Skis, Head Skis, Boots, Poles, Racks to Fit All Cars.
Installed Free!

SCHANTZ o

Also Used Skis and Boots

w  SKI SHOP

We wik molwtala @ complete shop, with god selection of squipment end %o
of services requrdiess of secten
Sldel-l to Serve You

| OPEN MONDAY, THURSDAY and FRIDAY l-:vzmuch

Plenty of Parking
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