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lonia's Brock Park

An Old-Timerin Winter

ITHE recent upsurge in winter

sports is giving many West
Michigan communities a new
look at this time of year.

But at Tonia's Martha Brock
County Park, where yc ters
and adults have been skiing
toboggani d ice skating all
winter long since pre- World
War II days, winter sports are
strictly old stuff.

This Tonia County community
was one of the first to realize
the yearround potential of
sprawling, hilly county parks—
and, with a big helping hand
from the lonia County Fishing
and Hunting Club, Brock Park
was converted into a winter
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sports paradise back in the late
‘'s.
welliced toboggan
large skating rink
heen a big attraction
for winter sports enthusiasts
from miles around. Many Grand
Rapids and Lansing visitors dis-
covered the delights of Brock
Park while most of the now
more-popular northernmost win-
ter sports resorts were nothing
but lonesome 1tree-covered
mounds visited only by jack-
rabbits and an occasional hunter.
The park, located on 200 pic-
turesque wcres filled with little
brooks and rolling hills just two
miles west of lonia on M21, is
still inexpensive to attend. All
facilities are available to the
public free of charge with the
county bearing most of the
maintenance cosls. Supervisor
Allen Pierce and his crew do a
good job of making sure the
quarter-mile toboggan slide is
kept in safe order and the Fish
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ing and Hunting Club maintains
a food stand in the nearby la
all-purpose lodge.

Toboggans and_ saucers are
available for rental at $1 an
hour and the park is open Sat-
urday afternoons from noon un-
til 6 pm. and every Sunday
from 10 am. until 6 pm. It is
also available any night for
clubs and other groups, and the
area is well-lighted for these
oceasions.

There is a rope tow in oper:
tion for tobogganing, and seve
al of the larger park slopes are
used for skiing.

SKI

r EQUIPMENT
HOLWERDA-SNOAP [ 1

i 1955 S Division
i CH 31075

T i

mEE RT

METAL SKIS

authorized
dealer

Is
Sports

(" "HEAD” RENTAL )
SKIS

WITH CUBCO BINDINGS

ALSO. ..
@ HART

@ STEIN

@ ERICSEN
@ BILZZARD
@ KASTLE

COMPLETE LINE

SKI CLOTHING * |
and EQUIPMENT |

BILL PEARSON AND ...
PAUL PLASMAN TO SERYE YOU!

T paucs
| SPORTHAS

1528 Loke Drive, S. E.
Phone GL 8-0639
OPEN MON.. . THURS., FRI.,

Grand Rapids Press Photoorapher

WORKERS, some of them
volunteers working under the
supervision of the lonia
County Park Department,
brave zero temperatures to
keep the 1,320-foor Martha
Brock toboggan slide in good
working order, During peal;
hours, a toboggan leaves the
top of the chute every 30 sec-
onds. Top speed for the quar-
ter-mile ride is 20 seconds.
according to Park Supervisor
Allen Pierce.
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