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Disappointing Win
Forcing State’s Ski
To Snowbelt’s Cal

Skiers already know it has been a disap-
pointing season in southern Michigan
because of the lack of high natural snow-
fall and thawing temperatures that have
limited artificial snowmaking operations,

Skiers have been forced to snowbelt ski
hills to find suitable skiing conditions.
Snowbelt ski resorts, such as the Caberfae
Ski Area near Cadillac, hopes to break the
previous record of 95,000 skiers for a
season and hit as high as 160,000 skiers.

The resort is a center for more than just
skiing activity, offering food, cocktails,
housing and snowmobile rentals.

Caberfae manager Denny Johnson said,
‘The Caberfae area can handle 10,000
skiers per day. Because of the number of
slopes available, overcrowding and long
lift lines are usually limited only to the
peak times.”

The Caberfae area covers 640 acres, 520
of them used for skiing. This includes 35
- slopes with 21 operating uphill lift units. In
addition, 15 slopes are available at Big
‘M” ski area, also under Caberfae
management and tow tickets and passes
are interchangeable.

The 1936-37 season was Caberfae’s first,

- face in the amount of potential skiers there

"~ ment that makes skiing not only more

opening with one tow and one run. This
was started by a few Cadillac people wilhl
help from the U.S. Forest Service and CCC
groups.

In 1940, the Caberfae Ski Area became
incorporated under a non-profit permit
from the Department of Agriculture. Ski-
ing grew in popularity slowly during the
early years, and the area was closed down
for three years during World War IL

After the war, skiing began to grow
more rapidly as the family aspect of skiing
began to take hold. More and more college
students entered the sport and even
grandfathers and grandmothers found that
a day on the “boards’” was invigorating.
This influx brought a million dollars of new
revenue to the Cadillac area.

Skiing has still only scratched the sur-

are. Instruction programs are growing in
number and starting more new skiers each
year. Ski areas have modernized equip-

popular, but more pleasurable. »

Caberfae now has 35 runs, 14 electric
rope tows and five T-bars plus two
chairlifts.
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