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Ski Fever
Spreading

Snow-Making Machines Will
Help Nature Provide Fluff
At Middleville's Eskar Area

ROBERT W. Sullivan has done

everything else in the now-
bustling city of Middleville—so
‘when he told its 1,246 full-time
inhabitants he could also make
it snow, they believed him.

And now this Barry county
community has a head start in
becoming the ski kingpin of
southwest Michigan.

“There is no doubt that the
ski craze which has turned
many a slipping northern com-
munity into a boom town will
soon spread southward,” he
pointed out.

“Jee making machines have
proven more trusting than
Mother Nature herself,” the
city's young three-time council
president explained to all will-
ing to listen at coffee shops
and long corner talkathonms.

Highest Point

Soon everyone got the hint
and that's how Eskar, west
Michigan's newest winter sports
venture, came into being earlier
this year.

The name comes from an Irish
word meaning sandy ridge —
an apt description of the big
slope which many gencrations
of Middleville residents know
as pinnacle hill because it is
the highest point around,

Located within the city limits
just southeast of the downtown
area along M37, the lower
stretch once was used for a
golf course in the 1930's but
had been abandoned before
‘World war IL

Bulldozers chewed away the
thick foliage and trees which
covered the hill's side and now
there's a 1,200 foot dogleg ski
run (a sharp vertical drop on
the upper part gets you off to
an exceedingly fast takeoff)
curving downward.

The second portion of the run
empties into a long straighta-
way which is wide (400 feet)
and convenient (it leads right
to the warming and equipment
shack below).

Sullivan, who acquired the 40-

acre tract from the city and is
developing it with Robert W.
Kamp of Grand Rapids, oper-
ator of an oil distributing com-
pany, explains this is only the
beginning. .

Now the only other ski run
available is a 500foot begin-
ners’ slope on the other side

of the warming quarters. It is

also served by a rope tow.

But by next year, Sullivan
promises there’ll be lwo more
runs coming down the slanting
sides of pinnacle hill—and one
will be of the zig-zag trail
variety which more expericnced
ski lovers like to challenge.

Wide Response

Twe years in the making, the
area opened last month, and al-
though attendance has been
curbed considerably by the mild
winter (the ice-making ma-
chines will not arrive until next
year), Sullivan has been more
than pleased with the requests
which have been received for
reservatlions.

“We've had many letters and
calls from Indiana and even
some from as far north as Mt.
Pleasant and Big Rppids,” he
says, “Of course, most of our
skiiers have been from the im-
mediate area: Grand Rapids,
Battle Creek, Kalamazoo, Hol-
land, Hastings, Charlotte, Lans-
ing, Wayland, Allegan, Plain-
well and Ostego. That's quite a
large population area to be near
— an advantage the northern
winter resorts don't have.”

The Eskar slopes are well
lighted for might skiing and
Sullivan says this is where he
hopes to achieve his biggest
success,

“We're open until 10 each
night and it has been amazing
to see so many skiers take
after-supper runs, It's a wonder-
ful way to spend an evening,
and we hope that this patron-
age conlinues to grow."

Sullivan claims Middleville
has the southernmost major
public ski run in west Michigan.
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Robert W. Sullivan (right, above), of west Michigan's mnewest ski resort, Eskar, located at
Middleville, gives his son, Steve, 13, a bit of skiing advice. Also listening are Pam Park, 13,

and Lynn Henning, 13 (
their teenage friei

heads towards the warming house below.

Steve Sullivan gets a fly-
ing start off Eskar’s steep
takeoff and heads toward
the second section of the
hill's dogleg course.

(Others like Echo Valley at
Kalamazoo have some skiing
but concentrate on other winter
activities  like tobogganing, a
sport Sullivan also hopes to pro-
vide a course for by next win-
ter's opening.)

When the snow machines do
arrive at Eskar, Sullivan should
have no problem getting enough
water, The city resivoir is also
located on top of this hill.

A native of Grand Rapids,
Sullivan reversed the usual
trend and went from a big city
to a small one to make good.
He is no relation to Robert J.
Sullivan, Grand Rapids furni-
ture store owner and sporls
promoter).

An avid outdoorsman, he
hopes to ski more in the future
and already has his young son

and d keenly 1
in the sport.

When he isn't carefully guid-
ing Middleville's future, Sulli-
van is busy selling insurance
for his own agency.

Now 39, he came to Middle-
ville 10 years ago and became
one of its leading citizens in
just that short span of time.
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scarf), a couple of Middleville school students who usually join
in night skiing at the hill. The background shows the lower dogleg as it
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