News

by oBlancest?ff'
https://www.newspapers.com/image/204073154/

Lansing State Journal (Lansing, Michigan) - Thu, May 28, 1970 - Page 3
Downloaded on Mar 31, 2026

Small Pleas Add Up

Residents Near Ski Hill Seek Aid

By PAT MURPHY
State Journal Staff Writer

““Mister, can I use your bath-
room?”’

When made by a 9-vear-old
boy with pleading eves, this
and similar requests are diffi-
cult to refuse, expecially for an
understanding adult.

But when this and
others — such as, ““Mister, can
I have a-drink of water?” —
are made several times a day,
even the most sympathetic
adult is likelv to become nonre-
ceptive.

Such as the case for some
residents near Lansing’s newly
constructed sports hill in Mich-
igan Park — just south of Wa-
verly Hills Golf Course.

ENJOY IT

Some of the residents ap-
proached The State Journal
this week and said the hill is a
tremendous facility because
the youngsters are obviously
using and enjoving it.

And while the voungsters are
not destructive, thev some-
times pester nearby homes to
use the bathroom, telephone or
to ‘“‘just warm up,” the resi-
dents complained.

One of the residents, Harris
H. Woodruff, 3605 Michigan,
put it this wav: “I don’t mind
if a voungster wants to use my
bathroom. “But when there
are manv of them during a
day, it gets to be annoying.”

Another resident, Lawrence
O’Dell, 126 Stoner, had a simi-
lar view: “I have four children
of my own, so [ could never re-
fuse one of these youngsters.

request

“But T wish the city would
help us out.”

Woodruif and O’Dell s&d
the problem could be elimi-

nated if the city would build a
small pavilion with toilets and
a telephone.

The city built the hill with
the aim of eventually making
it a winter recreational area
which would include a ski

area. The hill 1s about 70 feet
high and its slopes are inviting
to youngsters for sledding.

Since the city will eventually
build a pavilion, Woodruff,
O’Dell and other residents said
the problem would be elimi-
nated if Lansing merely built
the pavilion now instead of in
the distant future.

T here probably won't he
many youngsters using the hill
during the summer months,

residents said, and the prob-
lem won’'t he noticeable. But
that would be a good time for
the city to act.

SIMILAR COMMENTS

When informed of the resi-
dents’ request this morning,
Charles G. Havden, Lansing di-
rector of parks and recreation,
said his office has received
similar comments from other
people living near the hill.

And he said a pavilion or
warming house—with toilets—
would eventually be built.

But not soon.

“We have $13,000 budgeted
for improving the hill,” Hay-
den said. ““But we will proba-
bly build a ski-tow and parking
area before we build the
warming house.”

So when winter arrives next
vear, residents in the area wiil
have to he patient and perhaps
find a gentle way of refusing a
9-year-old boy with pleading
eyes.

Delhi Drain Project
Held to Be Necessity

A board of determination
Wednesday found that the pro-
posed Aurelius - DeCamp drain
project in Delhi Township is a
necessity. The vote was unani-
mous, Supr. Joseph Kiersey
noted.

“It is the worst problem we
have in the township as far as

Kiersey said the township,
Ingham _county road commis-
sion, and county health depart-
ment favored the plan, as did
several citizens.

There were differences of
opinion on just how the drain-
age problem could be con-
trolled, and Sode said the engi-
neers will take the citizen com-
ments into consideration in
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