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the mortgage f oreclosure.
Knapp, however, has promised
he will attempt to recover this
fund somehow.,

Some of the equipment has
already been moved from the
premises, making a 1963 open-
ing even more unlikely, The
Houghton Lake Chamber of
Commerce would like to see
skiing as usual here especially
during its usually highly suc-
cessful winter carnival this
winter,

Drops Plans

Meanwhile, at Saugatuck,
in the southernmost extreme
of the ski belt, Walter L. Co-
burn, a local motel owner and
longtime village benefactor,
announced that he has tem-
porarily dropped plans to es-
tablish a huge new ski area
on a giant slope just north of
Mt. Baldhead, the 271-foot pile
of sand which overlooks the
village between the Kalama-
zoo River and Lake Michigan,

“It would have been a na-
tural,” he said. “It was all
there: plenty of free parking
at the same oval lot used in
the summer, plenty of near-
by lodging and entertainment
facilities, Saugatuck's vast
know-how in the resort busi-
ness plus plenty of village-
owned land to build a first-
class ski facility . . .

“And most of all, there is
all the water for the snow-
making machines just a
stone’s throw away (Lake
Michigan). Besides that, the

people of North Indiana and
Chicago sorely need a family-
type area that is close enough
for a day's visit,"”

Coburn, himself a native of
Chicago, said he had enough
money pledged to estzblish
such an operatioii. “"However, |
I couldn't find a group will- |{
ing to take it over as a com- |
munity project,” he explained, |
Adds Ski Run |

Another ski area is now |
in the making nearby at the ]
Goshorn Lake area just north ||
of Saugatuck's village limits,
where Ron Jousma of Holland
is promoting a winter sports
center,

In the last several years,
Jousma operated a toboggan
run on the dunes that cover
the buried city of Singapore. |
He is now also adding a 1,000-
foot ski run and rope tow to
the area and hopes to have it |
ready by the time the ski |
season starts this winter, he
said. The area is equipped
with lights for night skiing
but is not open on Sundays.

In another change of own-
ership, the promising Oge-
maw Hills Ski Park, previous-
ly a West Branch Chamber of
Commerce undertaking, has
been sold to a private cor-
poration which will further
develop it. The sale price
was listed as $14,500. The new
owners plan to build a new
T-bar, will expand the present
lodge and will increase park-
ing facilities, it was reported.
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