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Eye, Minn.
With the smell of winter in the
wind, one likes to do a little ski-
scouting.

The Golden Gate to Fun Ski Area is

leepy Eye

rhht on Gﬂld:n Gate

jowing the signs um say Clmp.
lnz “Yes, it's a campgroun
Also, trout ponds far fee flshlng.
Also, mobile homes and mobile-
home sites for rent.
And don't forget the swimming. It
has its own swimming pool, man-
made, an acre in size, 10 feet deep,
with water from

with market Huuuulonn,m

whole thing got

They du:‘l” to m mlt u! tlu
sine:

ss and go into:
reation.
This was no cinch. They lnpul
the swimming l, ‘the rental

properties, l!! four trout ponds
northwest of thecampground,
filled from a flowing well, the fish-
ing, the swimmi Ping Pong.

t
the campsites wﬂ.h the. 9lectrleim

sewer and water hook-ups, and

‘wilderness area across the Ere:k
hr vrimltlw nmping —a lot of
winter

Golden Gate Creek. And the mbing_
In winter, besides , they do.
10t of ubing-siiding on big nflat:

clal l!me
but its uwnmpuw. 5nn like
the two that serve

The vertical rise, T'd say. is lbmlt
200 feet, although the owner's
guess was more modest than that.

The scenery is more than catchy —

ificent view that you
catch before descending into the
valley lets you see 10 miles or more
to the southeast where this valley
converges with the Minnesota Riy-
er valley. The fall colors had faded
when 1 drove in, but it still was a
grand sight.

It was between seasons, and the
caretaker was out. A young wom-
an, a tenant in one of the mobile
homes, told us how to find

owners—not, as we had supposed,
in the neat white farm house across
the creck with its own special
bridge, That's a Golden Gate rental
property.

‘The owners, Melvin and Carol
Speckman, live in another farm-
house, south of the valley amid the
rich black fields of the upland.
They own 400 acres in the valley
and another 400 above. Melvin was
busy working the fields, I returned
in the evening.

‘Their house is considerably bigger
than the valley one. They have
reared six children, five boys and a
girl. Milen is in the Air Force at

d Forks, Judy is married and
does substitute teaching in St.
Paul. Calvin ("Dr. Calvin," they
proudly specify) is a research mi-
crobiologist in Germany. Keevin is
 food science reselrclm for Gen-
eral Mills. Haven is a university
freshman, and Mervin is a high
school junior.

He's the one who possibly might
carry on with the Golden Gate to
Fun. He Ihmlgh! up the last haif of
the resort's name. The first halih
grounded in local history.
near a ridge on which the reson s
chalet stands once stood a saw-
mill, Half a mile upstream were
two more mills (flour), a store, a
post office, a 1yceum 4 dance hnll
and settlers who named the to
"Golden Gate" and thought they
had a winner.

‘They might have if the railroad had
come. It didn't, Today it's hard to
find the ruins.

So the Speckmans decided on
“Golden Gate," but “Golden Gate
to what?"

*'To Fun," was Melvin's reasonable
suggestion.

Their recreation area came into
being happenstantially —the way
things happen with very indus-
trious people. They had bought the
valley 1o further a money-making
hobby of Mrs. Speckman's — a
duck and goose hatchery, 'mdng
on custom hatchin g mon.

ey. After about 10 years of that,
they bought the valley farm for a
breeding ground.

‘The hatchery grew into the biggest
around. They were importing
haichable eggs.from Halland and
air-shipping them to China. Then,

camp over there,
Yes, there's snowmobiling, too, in

acres of hillsand
P
ers on the near side.

The recreation project started in
mn Sk!ing uzmd l|wly, for
unfa-

Tiiar wn.h it, but n-. ‘growin
Skiers are coming in from a 50-mile
radius — Wabasso, Lamberton,
Marshall, Wanda, Hector, Bird Is-
land, New Ulm, Gibbon and other
places.

The Speckmans hired instructors.
The two youngest Speckmans, Ha-
ven and Mervin, learned to be in-
structors themselves. "They even
do some hotdogging," their mother
said.

Mankato is the neared place where
skis are sold. Golden Gate sold
Northlands, but t]len Northl:
went out of business. Speckman is
considering taking on another
brand, but he's afraid it might be
too expensive for his customers.
About 70 percent of them are still
skiing on rental skis.

The Golden Gate tubing hill gets a
big play from youngsters and
church groups who crave instant
action without the learning proc-
ess. They come in bunches of 75

or thereabouts. "One time we had
200 Speckman said.

One Speckman specialty they'll
never sell is worth a fortune —
fresh apple cake. Mrs. Speckman
bakes fresh apples into the cake
with a lot of other goodies, rich and
crumbly, Then, a little home-made
ice cream on top and then on
some fine syrup from a Speckman
maple tree, M-mmmh!

£

There will be a Pheasant Cleanin,

ets, Inc,,
and Interlachen Rd., to prepare for

a 34th Annual Pheasant Dinner to
i given 3,500 veterans inwxhw
pitals. Hunters contributed

pheasants. Star and Tribune truck
dnvers picked them up around the
state. National Super Markets will
clean 1,600. Sponsors: Veterans of
Foreign Wars and the American
Legion.

Classes in the Bicentennial Craft of
Making Corn Husk Dolls will be
taught 10 a.m, to noan Nov, 8 at
Como Park Conservatory in St.
Paul_and_same hours Nov. 22 at
Sun Ray Branch Library, 2105 Wil-
son St., east side of St. Paul. Call
224.3383 (extension 28) or 489-1740
about fee and registration.

Get the lowdown on why geese at
‘Wood Lake Nature Interpretive
Center have their own University
of Minnesota computer numbers by
nennng nbouz City Geese, 3 pm.
the C('Mer, 735 Lake
Shnre Dr Richfield.

Bonnie Drake will tell about and
demomlnm Ui ploneer crat of

IR €00AY it the RATISEY coumy
Historical Socmys Farm
Museum, 2097 W. Larpenteur Av.,
Falcon Heights (§1 adults, 25 cents
age 16and younger).

"Natural Inventions,"" a slide show

and outdoor wllk. will teach how
‘many of man's inventions are adap-

Staff Photo by Ben Kern

emmmlmmnnoumomwﬁnwllhuud-a
cooling pond for ski-area snow-making this winter.

tations from plant and animllme,
3 p.m. today, ey Eastnian Na-
ture Center, Elm Creek Park Re-

serve — turn north from Hwy, 152
onio Cuunl Rd. 121, lhen east on
El . Phone 425-2324 ...
Same ume next Sundly. expl
the inner “time clocks" plantsand
animals hl\'l

Learn about attracting Backyard
Birds, foods to use, birds you mlghl
find, 1:30 p.m. today, Hyland Lal
Park Reserve Nature Cenm, 8737
E. Bush Lake Rd., Bloomington ;.
Nature walk 4 p.m, every

... How to capture nature's com-
munications on paper, 46 p.m.
Tuesdays Nov. 4 through Dec. 2.
Call 941-7993 for reservation.
Use natural materials for Christ-
mas gifts, Session on terrariums
9:30-11:30 am. or 7:30-9 p.m. Nov.
5. Call 941-7903 for reservation.

Observe the behavior of Canada
Geese as they gather in large flocks
to begin their wurney snuth. 1:30
and 330 pm.

Nature Center m Carver Park Ro.
serve, Carver County Rd. 11 be-
tween Hwys, 5 and 7., . Fall dried
plant arranging. You may bring
your own container, 1:30 and 3:30
pm. next Sunday. Plants will be
provided. Call 4724911 for reserva-
tions and more information about
hoth of the above,

Envisional6
from the lush jun

We could show you a picture
magnificent temples and palacesif
beautiful of all Mayan cities.

Butto find the special meanir]
genius has for you, you need 1o sef
for yourself. And thatis our point]
tell you what you will feelon a va
canonly promise you the freedon

Wisconsin Indian Head Country's
nh annual Snow Show comes
iday through next Sunday to the
[nnﬂon Square Mall in Eau Claire,
Wis, Films on skiing and snowmo-
biling, cross-country skiing demon-
strations, style shows.

for yourself.

Two members of the Rossignol
Freestyle team will do hotd

icks on a deck-ramp in front of
the Sitzmark Ski Shop, 1160 W.
County Rd. E, Arden Hills, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and noon to 4
pm. next Sunday.
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