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By ALLEN SEIFERT
Stall writer

IKINKSVILLE, Mo. — It's not Vail,
amd 11s a little short of Purgatory,
b Kirksville now has its own ski

We just opened Rainbow Bend
recently says part-owner Jeff
Turner. “and the response has been
exevlient. We had around 1,000 skiers
fur our first week end.’

Hambow Basin is located two miles
hy of Kirksville, with the

pal siope a northerly-facing in-
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cline with a 150-foot vertical produc-
ing a run of 1.500 feel

“Rainbow Basin is similar to the
slope they have at Montezuma, lowa,
excepl that our dropoff is a little
steeper.”’ says Turner

Rainbow Basin is the brainchild of
Turner, Richard Marrs and Marrs’
nephew Michael Marr. The trio put
an estimated §750,000 into the facility
which presently covers aboul 25
acres

“But we have around 240 additional
acres, so we're hoping to add some
cabins later and build this into a neat
little ski area,” says Turner

There are no overnight lodging [a-
cilities at Rainbow Basin at present,
but the rough-cut cedar chalet has
7.200 square feet of space which
houses a cafeleria, two flireplaces,
complete rental facilities, a first aid
room, and a pro shop which has been

teased-by-a-Kirksville sporting goods
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Rainbow Basin has teaching pro-
fessionals available at all times, al-
though Turner says the bulk of the
slope’s business has come on week
ends

""We have had skiers in a wide age
range — from about four up to people
in their 80s."" he says
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There are three lifts up the slope —
two are handle tows, or pony lifls, an
improvisation the owners produced
after many visits to other ski slopes

“1am a skier myself, and I've skied
most of the slopes and resorts in the
wesl, so we've borrowed ideas from
some of them,” says Turner

The Kirksville winter has not been
ideal in terms of snow production —
most of the heavier amounts have
bypassed Lhis Northeast Missouri
community to strike the St. Louis and
St. Joseph vicinities

But the owners of Rainbow Basin
are well prepared for good — or bad
— winters d

“'We have snow-making equipment
which should be adequate to carry us
through the worst winter,” Turner
says. "“We have already put down
over a foot and one-half of d

1i's not Vail, but Kirksville has own ski slope

open yearly in November and extend
their season into March — providing
there is no early Spring thaw

““This is virgin territory for a ski
slope such as this one, even though
people had used it for a ski area
before we began our construction,”
says Turner. ““We haven't really done
that much advertising because we
wanted to work out the problems and
just let people know we were in
business this year."

Word of the new ski area has spread
rapidly, however, especially among
the college crowd.

“We have had a lot of skiers from
Columbia and from St. Louis, and and
a lot from our own college (Northeast
Missouri State University) here,”
says Turner

snow because we haven't had enough
matoratsmow

Owners of Rainbow Basin hope to
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