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Bismarck ski hill has

makings for success

ward the north, offering intermedi-
ate and possibly even some
advanced skiing.
. The longest slope, about one-half
. mile, would cross over the excavat-

the west side of the *‘mountain.”
The entire course could be seen
by travelers passing by.
In the summer, they might see
. something else,

Callies and Larson said the
potential for off-season and spin-off
attractions goes as far as your
imagination — a water slide, bicy-
cle trails, an alpine slide (like “a
bobsled on cement'), cross-country
ski trails, an after-ski lounge/res-
taurant and so on. F

Haakenson said that if space at

"the top of the slope becomes a
problem, a restaurant could be
built into the west side of the man-
made hill to offer a sweeping vista
up and down the river valley, and
all the way to Mandan.

Across River Road near the bot-
tom of the ski area, Haakenson
hopes that a city beach can be built
— if not the Centennial Beach
previously envisioned for north of
Grant Marsh Bridge, then one im-
mediately south of the bridge
where young people already gath-
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‘'he advantage of

beach to the north is

current, which would allow for

swimming and a small bay for

boats.

To catch the eyes of summer
Haakenson suggested

i

the only waterfall.” Haakenson
also has checked into g(:jtltel:ﬁ;veer-
greens to help landscape H

The city glans no direct invest-
ments in the ski slope operation,
according to Haakenson and City
Commissioner Jack Kavaney, but
they could structure I ar-
rangements so that it starts easy
and becomes more profitable in the
long run.

Haakenson said the project de-
pends on community support — he
hopes local contractors won't ob-
ject to having the National Guard
do the earth-moving as part of its
training exercises, because other-
wise the project becomes unfeasi-
ble. Complaints to the Guard, he
said, could stop the whole thing.
But the pay-off, Haakenson said,
would be a lot of other contracting
work that otherwise wouldn't ‘be
available, and up to 35-40 perma-
nent jobs in operating the slope.

Haakenson also said he’s not
trying to take anything away from
Mandan by offering the Bismarck
site as an alternative to the old
Twilight Hills ski bowl 20 miles
south of Mandan, which Larson and
Callies had been considering.

A closer location provides the ski
project with marketing advantages,
and its success will draw more
people into both towns, Haakenson
said.

*1 hope they would give us a vote
of confidence,” he said, “and 1
think they will.”
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