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$160 Million Ski Industry Growing

Most of the 67 million ski lodges operat-
ing this winter are offering improvements
and new facilities ranging from regroomed
or recontoured slopes to construction of
indoor tennis courts and $50,000 con-
dominiums, according to the Automobile
Club of Michigan.

While many lodges are expanding and
improving, there is one not opening this
year while two others have changed
names.

‘The lone ski area closing its slopes is
Iroquois Mountain, near Brimley in the
Upper Peninsula, Operating under new
names are two east Michigan areas.
Tyrolean Hills and Michaywe, both near
Gaylord, operated last ski season as Pin-
nacles and AuSable Lodge, respectively.

One of the major developments this
winter in Michigan is the increasing
popularity of cross-country skiing, also
known as Nordic or ski touring.

‘The vast majority of the 440,000 persons
expected to take to the slopes in Michigan,
however, will devote their time to the
downhill or Alpine method where chairs,
bars and rope tows take the skier to hill
tops. Once off the lift, the Alpine skier goes
downhill where he reconnects agaih with
the lift.

This winter, over one-third of the
Michigan lodges are offering cross country
skiing, many for the first time.

The cross country skier is more closely
allied to a snowshoe hiker than the downhill
skier. He uses no lifts. Instead he pushes
and walks up and down hills and glides
along wooded trails on skis into remote
areas where the reward is an opportunity
to see nature in an undisturbed state and
often observe wildlife.

Ranch Rudolf, a Traverse Cily area
lodge noted as a snowmobile area, is now
offering cross country skiing as a major
attraction. The ranch operators state that
the major reasons the Nordic system is
becoming popular are that it is inexpensive
(full equipment can be rented for $5 daily),
easy to learn and allows persons eager to
escape crowds a chance to do so.

A novice cross country skier can
purchase poles, bindings and boots for
$75 — less than the cost of a good pair of
downhill ski boots. In addition, the Nordic
skier pays no daily lift fee, ranging
between $4 and $8.50 at most Michigan
lodges catering to the Alpine method.

Ranch Rudolf, in the Boardman River
Valley 15 miles southeast of Traverse City,
also offers a new winter sport connected
with Nordie skiing called, “'ski jouring.”
‘Two Siberian huskies are harnessed. They
pull the skier along the trails. The ranch
has four “ski jouring" dog teams which
lodge guests can use under supervision.

‘The Nordic skier is expected to have
very little economic impact on the amount
of money spent by all skiers this winter
although his influence will be felt more in
coming years.

Downhill skiers alone this winter are
expected to spend $160 million, an average
of $136 per person.

Not all of the money will be spent on the
slopes. Motels, lodges, cocktail lounges and
restaurants will collect 70 per cent of each
ski-related dollar while the remainder goes
for lift tickets, equipment and clothing.

‘This winter the Michigan skier will have
686 downhill runs at the 67 lodges operat-
ing. There are 94 chairs, 42 bar lifts and 273
rope lows to take Alpine skiers to the top of
these hills.

Of the 67 lodges open, 31 might offer night
skiing and 36 have snowmaking equipment.
While 55 ski areas offer cafeteria service,
37 have dining rooms, 30 have cocktail
lounges and 31 offer weekend entertain-
ment. Twenty seven lodges offer baby-sit-
ling service.

Traverse City is one of the areas of the
stale where development at lodges has
been most impressive the past several
years.

There are six ski lodges within commut-
ing distance of Traverse City, five with
overnight accommodations at lodges. Five
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of the six areas have land developments
designed to make chalet and condominium
owners part of the area. Almost every
lodge in the Traverse City area has taken
steps ranging from housing developments
1o slope improvements to attract skiers
during the past year.

Sugar Loaf, one of the most deluxe
lodges near Traverse City, is now building
luxury townhouses planned to sell in the
$55,000 and up bracket. Sugar Loaf also is
opening four indoor tennis couris this
winter and is introducing cross country
skiing for the first time.

Many lodges across the state — while not
offering spectaculadevelopments like con-
dominiums and indoor tennis — are taking
steps to improve their areas so they
become more appealing to the skier.

In west Michigan, Boyne Highlands, near
Harbor Springs, has added an 80-room
wing plus two chairs. At Boyne

double chair lift and opened five new
slopes.

Improvements are notable in east
Michigan also. Bear Mountain, near
Grayling, has added cross country skiing
and ice skating. Sheridan Valley, near
Atlanta, has opened a new slope with
chairlift. FonRon, near Comins, added a
run and rope tow while van Knob, near
Gaylord, has opened a new hill and rental
shop.

Southeast Michigan areas are most
popular on weekends, but many of the nine
lodges near Detroit are making more
improvements to increase weekday use.

Pine Knob's new features include two

Mt. Holly, near Holly, has added a
sitzlift, which resembles a banana-shaped
bike seat. It is claimed the first such lift in
Michigan. This services a new in-
termediate ski area. In addition, a new
chairlift and rental area have been added.

Mt. Grampain, near Oxford, is now of
fering beer and wine for the first time while
Mt. Brighton has regroomed its 15 slopes in
addition to adding two double rope tows
and a chairlift. Irish Hills, near Onsted, has
opened a new beginners and advance slope
and has plans to open a 78-seat ski lift later
this winter. Teeple Hills, near Pontiac, has
added a new tow rope.

triple chairlifts plus two double lifts. The
area also has added 1,000 pairs of rental
boots, poles and skis plus new underground
snowmaking equipment.

Alpine Valley, near Pontiac, has a new

near Boyne Falls, new condominium
apartments and two-bedroom villas are
available and work is already under way
for a new ski center there next season
Thunder Mountain, near Boyne Falls, has
added a four-place chairlift

Mount Mancelona, near Mancelona, has
added two poma lifts while Nub’s Nob, near
Harbor Springs, is adding a chairlift.
Schuss Mountain, near Traverse City, has
tripled its snowmaking capacity to the
point where it can operate with no natural
snow if weather is cold enough.

TimberLee Hills, also near Traverse
City, is adding new housing such as apart-
ments and condominiums. Crystal Moun-
tain, near Thompsonville, has added a

r and an rental shop
‘which allows a patron to walk in the front
and ski out the back door.

SKIROULE

SNOWMOBILE by Coleman
BRIDGEPORT POOLS
4500 DIXIE HWY 171-5180

THE ONE AND ONLY
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JIM
DAVIDSON'S

T4l L VIENNA RD., CLIO—$86-5000

TRAVCO/DODGE
MOTOR HOME

Product of over 12 years
of continuous design ond
development. Now on dis-
pley in our showreom

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.




