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Area ski hills among best-groomed

By JOHN WEISS -
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer

~ Midwest ski hills don't have the
longest or most-difficult slopes in -

the nation, but they may have the
best- ones this season, as

many owners have added i
%ul;ment in anticipation of n:;x
i year.

b And, skiers won't find prices up,

ex in a few immskﬂng v&hitgh
ld encourage more e

weather cooperates. L

Steve Bauer, a spokesman for the
Midwest Ski ciation, which re
resents nearly all the major
said many ski areas have
newer, more-efficient for
this . Wild Moun near Tay-
lors Falls, for example, has added

$100,000 for one snow-| that
can comb packed snow into four
inches of powder with one

pass, he said. Operators said they

groomers because skiers
pack down machine-made or natu-
ral snow, making it slick and hard

' to ski on. But a pass or two with a

mer and its fluffy and ready
or more skiers.

Many hills already have enough
capacity to make snow for all their
slopes, given the right weather, he
said. Now. many are pushm!: for
the better groomers, he said. “Com-

titionwise these dn¥s, the areas

now that they will fall. behind if
they don't keep in line with the new
state-of-the-art snowmaking and
snow-grooming equipment,” he said.
Besides making better snow, the .
groomers. also save money because
the hills don’t have to spend money

‘making new snow when they can

fluff up what they have.

However, Bauer added that all
the good snowmaking and grooming

uipment won't guarentee success-
N
cal” -because ] e
in the mood for skiing. ot

Even with the better snow, skiers -
won't see prices up. Lift ticket
prices remain the same as last sea-
son, except at Welch Village. At
Welch, tickets went up §1, he said.
The stable glrices don’t mean oper-
ating costs haven’t risen, it's more
that .the operators and owners real-
ize they could' price themselves out
of business and are“concentrating
on getting more skiers at the same

Retreaﬁqn —

scene

:higher'pricel. he lald.

offer dis-

In addition, many
counts for large

= g T P nu& Prices are §16 § ;
ftnnergiorwomenon:pecinl ys. ﬁi.so %m“m
t's best to call the hills to find out b

which are oftgring which discounts.

Some other changes skiers
see this year are ne
chairlifts at some of the ski areas.
Those who
crest near Somerset, Wis., will fin
it closed. (Its owners also operate
Birch Park nearby and will concen-
trate on operating that resort.) The
pwm.wnt‘ucgutlllthelr

area K
didn’t think they had enough equip-
ment to do a good job. at both
places, though Snowcrest could
open if there is enough natural
snow, he added.

Skiers will notice new amenities
at many hills. Being added are con-
dominiums and other housing at
some slopes as well as gift shops
and cross-country ski and horse-
back riding trails to keep downhill
skiers at the areas for a weekend or
longer. Before, skiers would often
stay and shop nearby while skiing
at a particular area, he said.

Operators, as usual, are looking
toward the 1982-83 sason with opti-
mism. Last season “was the year
that could have been,” he said. It
could have been a ‘‘gangbuster

ear” because November, em-

r, February and March were
great months. Jan ,-with its cold
and blizzards, found business “non-
existent.” The bottom line was that
the season was good but not great,
he said. But most were happy with
it after two seasons in which the
weather kept skiers off the hills.

So " far this season, conditions

It isn't yet. When it does open, its

hours will be 9 a.m. to-10 Saturday, 9
am. to 8 p.m. Sunday Jﬁo to 10
.m. weeknights. Prices are §11 for adults,
for juniors and §7.50 for children ages 6
through 12 on weekends and $5.50 for ts
and juniors and $4.50 for children at night.

B Coffee Mill Ski Area at Wabasha has
three new runs (two intermediate and one
id‘lrlanoed) and a new chllrl lift
well as a new groomer.
of 10 runs, three charifll
tow. 2

wu:l da ;".m‘m holidays, nul
open .a
day w«lmzday. Fri
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The hill now has 18 runs and seven
ifts. 9 am. to 10
and prices are $12 for adults, §
niors and $8 for children wi
holidays, $8 for adults, $6 for
for children on weekdays $6 for
and juniors and $5 for children at

@ Bamber Hills Ski Area south
Rocheser won't open until there is
snow because it is a small hill and
snowmaki uipment. When it does open,

its hours will be 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday -
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*and Thursday nights and 1 pm. to 8 p.m.

Saturdays and Sundays. Prices are $3 for
_adults and $2 for students. 7

B Lutsen at Lutsen has a a new chairlift
to serve its northwest run.

B Sugar Hills, Grand Rapids, has & new
30-condominium village, pew lighting on
one l’slm:ve and two new cross-country ski
trails.

B Mount La Crosse at La Crosse, Wis.,
has a new intermediate run and expanded
snowmaking and snow-grooming

. equipment. : A

have been off and on. The cold snap
a week ago was ideal for making
snow and some hills even had natu-
ral snow. But of laté, weather has
been too warm for making snow,
some ‘machine-made snow has
melted and some hills that were
open have closed. '

price rather than fewer skiers at
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