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Here is a ski jump at Munising,
Mich., designed for use by sum-
mer enthusiasts. Left is wood-
en slide. At right, promoter

Weeds, Not Snow, to* Coat
SkiJump

MUNISING, June 28 (® — Ski
jumping in the summer — with-
out snow?

That's right. They've been do-
ing it in Europe for some time
and soon they will be doing it
in Michigan.

Summer ski jumping will get
under way at Munising in upper
Michigan on Lake Superior.

What is believed to be the first
summer ski jump in North Amer-
ica will be opened at Munising’s
Forest Hill winter ski resort.
Plans also are reported progress-
ing for a Labor Day opening of
a similar ski jump near Pontiac
in southern Michigan.

The summer ski jump here
will be due to the efforts of
John Hink and ski promoter Dan
Harbick.’

Harbick, who has participated
in a summer ski jump in Ger-
many, says the Munising ski
jump will be similar to the Euro-
pean jumps except plastic fiber
will not be used. The Munising
jump will be lined with a sub-
stitute African weed which is
being processed in this country.

This weed is described as just
as good for skiing but it will
not last as long as the plastic
material. The plastic usually
lasts for five seasons. The weed
is good for two seasons.

SKI JUMP FOR SUMMER —

Sk %

Dan Harbick examines a spe-

cially processed African weed.

Attached to slide, it can be

used 2 years before replacing.
(AP Wirephoto)

at Munising

The Munising summer jump
will take jumps up to 40 meters
—more than 120 feet.

Summer skiing has been a
sport in Europe since 1952. Prac-
tically all of the top ski jumping
champions from Europe in the
recent winter Olympics at Squaw
Valley, Cal., had a minimum of
two summers of ski jumping
practice compared to none for
the North American entrants.

Summer jumping was started
by the Russians and was taken
up by Germany and the Scandi-
navian countries. The Eurbpean
summer jumps range from 40
to 60 meters (120 to 180 feet).
The ski ramp and landings are
lined with a plastic fiber over-
lapping like shingles on a roof.
Proper waxing of the skis gives
a rider as fast a jump as under
winter conditions.

A major summer ski meet has
been scheduled for July 3 at
Munising with the most promi-
nent senior ski jumpers in the
midwest expected to compete.

The four top United States
jumpers in the winter Olympics
are scheduled to jump at this
meet.

Perhaps summer ski meets are
the answer for a better U. S.
showing in Olympic competition.
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