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PHOTO BY BARRY EDMONDS
'WHICH WAY DOWN? — "'Hot Dog" sklind is nof for the faint of heart. Or for
Ed

those short of b talents. Ph ds took this picture
with a long shutter cord, just in case. The scene is MO Hcl!y, south of Flint. Pat Hardy
of Dearborn, who works for a ski manufacturer, is o' member of a professional

le and acerial d team. His tricks include flips, forward
wmnrsoul's, spread eagles and helicopters.

BY JACK MOSS
Gazette Sports Editor

Whether your bag is downhill
skiing, cross-country skiing or ski
jumping, Michigan has something
for you.

The advent of winter weather in
the Kalamazoo area has sent skiing
enthusiasts heading for their closest
to get their ski equipment ready for
the season ahead.

And persons who have been in-
terested in, but never tried skiing
are expected to head for the slopes
this season in ever-increasing
numbers.

Recession? Inflation? What's
that?

Skiing isn’t nearly as expensive
as many believe and it's an activity

* that is excellent for the entire
family, mom, dad and the kinds.
Sex and age are no barriers in

There’s some in equipment and
ski areas for all budgets.

There are many ski equipment
outlets in the Kalamazoo area
where equipment can be rented as
well as purchased.

And there are ski areas within a
few minutes drive of here that offer
their facilities for nominal rates and
have rental
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Michigan Slopes
Super For Skiers

several ski areas in the Grand

toboggan centers in the West Mi-
chigan area alone, plus countless
others in the Upper Peninsula and
in East Michigan,

Cross-country skiing does not, of
course, require a ski area trip. It's
available anywhere a skier is al-
lowed to trespass.

The equipment is cheap (with as
little as $70 purchasing all you'll
need for cross-country), and no
slopes are necessary. There is
never a crowd, either.

Most state and federal lands are
open for cross-country and some ski
areas have set aside special areas
{urcms-emmtrysklm Michigan’s

of Natural
ls currently compiling a brochure of
the state’s public cross-country ski-
ing zones and traisl. It should be
available from the DNR publica-
tions officé in Lansing
‘mid-December.

The Incfeued
c try —

Michigan club is beins formed here
through Raupp Campfitters, W.
Main street — does not mean that
slope-skiing is losing any of its

interest in

There is also instruction availa-
ble at virtually every ski area and,
of course, the annual Gazette Ski
School at Timber Ridge Ski Area,
northwest of the city, offers novices
a chance to get expert instruction
for bargain prices.

In these days of the money pinch,
skiing doesn’t cramp the budget all
that much

In addition to Timber Ridge, west
of Alamo off West D Avenue, there
are many other ski areas within a
few minutes driving distance of

“Kalamazoo.

There’s Royal Valley near Bu-
chanan in Berrien County and Swiss
Valley near Jones in Cass County to
the south and west.

The Ski Bowl at Grand Haven
and Carousel Mountain near Hol-
land are located about an hour or so
drive from Kalamazoo, as well as

Ski areas are expected to thrive

. again this year, although the money

crunch has replaced the gasoline
shortage as a discouraging factor.

Both the stay-at-home variety of
skiers, who enjoy the facilities at
nearby ski areas, and those who get
a boot out of the trip north to areas
there have ski club memberships
available to them.

There are ski club organizations
in the Kalamazoo area for high
school students, collegians and just
plain ski enthusiasts, single or
married, young or old.

Here’s the list of ski areas in
West Michigan for handy reference
when the snow flies:

TIMBER RIDGE — 13 miles northwest of
Kalomazoo. Eight ski runs, seven rope fows,
‘double chair,

e pomal
lll” VALLEY — 10 miles west of Three
vers off M-40. Eleven siopes, T-bar, 10 rope

ROYAL VALLEY — Two miles north of Bu-
mmmmm.-uﬂun. aginner's
IIBCI PIIK — Two miles west of lonia on
S ioces tr beokmers on. Fwa fobog-
lKlmL Mcmnlmnm‘mu slopes,
fows,

cross-country trall
NUB'S NOB — Five Miles northeast of
Sorings. Thirteen siopes, four ‘wﬂl le d-lr mu.

fwo rope
BOVNE HIGHLANDS — ‘miles north-
ml of Nnrhtr !ﬂln- Sllhtn runs, Cross
llbl chair Iiffs, fou

¥ friple
aulr lm-.m T-bars.
M. MCSAUBA — ONe mile north of Chor-
levolx, ihree slopes, beginners’ areo, three fows.

547-
PETOSKEY WINTER ml"l HIK - AI
Petoskey, two slopes, one

U7-4150.
'l'IWmI mm‘.\ln - Flvl mllu nnm—

okt s o fountiace chok nn,
m‘ chair 1ift, pomalift, fwo rope

5492041
BOYNE MOUNTAIN — .IVI!I Falls. Nine-
feen ski runs, cross cour /0 four-passencer
chalr lifts, five double chalr lifts, rope fwos.
549

2441
'lu.u)eu nll.u- F'wu\i one-half miles.
east of Wallo lopes, cross country
trolls, ﬁlmnlml Mr lln. nmﬂllﬁ. three fows.
549-

SHANTY CREEK LODGE — Two miles south
ﬂll‘ﬂnﬂ' Q mem ski runs, fralls, two
double chalr ltts,

MA'I.I'IUISI’ Ill Alll A| KIII!III

slopes, four fralls, pomalift,

MT. MANCELONA — One-half mile mnmm
of Mancelona on US-131. Eighteen ski
trolls, cross mn,wn’vv T-bor lift, two Mnlml.
five

SUAR LOAR VILEAOR — Eighteen miles.
MW erse Clty. Twenty ski runs,
e«mrv Tive double chair s, J-bar.

s:uu'ss MOUNTAIN — Four miles west of
\ancelona on M-88, Twelve ski slopes, cross
mn!rv. triple chalr lift, two double chalr liffs.

TIMBER LEE MILLS— Six miles northwest of
Traverse City. h::ﬂ! llsou.:r’u:emnw W

chalr
TRAVERSE CITY HOLIDAY — Five miles

« fralls, two. S ot oo
CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN — Ten miles sol
of Beulch on M-115. Elghteen ski runs, mm-n-
lifts, pomalift, six fows. 378-2000.
BRIAR HILL — Three miles eost of Mesl;
S slopes, 200:2,00 feat two slopes, sism
‘siope, two ski jumps, four rope Phone

LOST PINES LODGE — Horletta, 14 miles
west of Codilloc. Two skl runs, cross country, Ice

skating.
WISSAUKEE MOUNTAIN — Three miles
north of Lake City on M-68. Seven ski runs,
1/000-3,000 feet. Three frails, three fows,
CABERFAE — Fiffhteen miles west of Codil-
Joc on M55, Thirty.five ski runs, Is-ocuxlnlom
bowl, I race course,
mmrlim.nnran nnu I-mm
WARD HILLS — Six and one-holf mlln north
" row

of Bronch. Eight ki ru ws.

WHISKEY CREEK enty-four e

northeast of Hart, lnmrm-ulcl- ski slope,
, rope tow. 873-304..

NEWAYGO COUNTY WINY!I ’AIK -
Three miles north of M-37. Two
1obowwon ums, 841 3(one; oross :wnlrv, two
tows. 6522812

o CANDO SKI ARA— Tweive miles nartnecst
of Grand n«mMu  Seven ki cime; bepiv-
ner's.

:An:ﬂus-un 'SKI AREA — At Cannons-

Govble chare N o Tpor ifts, 14 rope fows.
BO6~4434.
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