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(Editor’s note: Today The

our readers which ones expect

and snowmobile enthusiasts.
We will publish this survey as
soon as it becomes available to

We will also continue, on this

zoo County.

Veteran Conservation Officer
Gene York started his car and
took off in pursuit of another deer
shiner.

‘“‘Sometimes you come up on
them when you're driving around
and other times you pick an area
where you know shiners are op-
erating and wait for them to
come to you,”” York says.

A recent survey conducted by
researchers at Michigan State
University showed that Michigan
Conservation Officers deal with
65 percent more hunters and 21
percent more fishermen than
conservation officers on a nation-
al average.

“A large majority of the ar-
rests stem from RAP (Report All
Poaching) complaints,” says
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freezer. There’s no doubt in my mind they were

selling the meat.”

“We try to take the violators by
surprise,” says Schmeler, ‘‘but
that doesn’t always work."”

The officer in the plane usually

surrender easily, although some
try to outrun the officers and
there have been occasions of vio-
lence.

““The threat of violence is al-
ways there,” says Schmeler,
“put it doesn’t happen often be-
cause the violators are usually
outnumbered. We have had in-
stances of violence, but they are
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Schmeler says. “But a search
turned up the partially cooked
venison.”

Schmeler said his officers
work closely with other police

York says he once apprehend-
ed a poacher with five deer car-
casses in the bed of his pickup. “I
was cruising one night when a
poacher shot at a deer from his
vehicle right in front of me,”
York recounted.

“I once arrested a man and his
son for shooting a deer with a .22
rifle. I later found nine butchered
deer, all nicely wrapped, in their
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