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Resorts think of new ways to lure visitors

Kathleen Longeore
The Grand Rapids Pres

When it comes to recreation,

nsumers want their (ravel expe-
riences like their detergents: new
and |m de convenient to use,
and a i
Mlthiﬂm ski resorts are working
hard 1o entice winter travelers to
try their product.

“There's something new at almost
every resort

Skiers at Shanty Creek:Schuss
Mountain Resort at Mancelona no
longer have to goall the way o the
ludgt @ pick-me-up snack.

TRAre' & ! cxtior: iack bic
g at th topof the :Idnp&

The resol i
on all trails, mndﬁ the Ie th
d  deg paets Al

they've installed a new Snowmax  ra
Snow Imlucer n.. snow-making
equi Kodak and

e Wi O ypics in Cal-

gary

*“It will enable us to make snow
at igher temperatures, and i pro.
du a fluffier, drier snow,

Craig Lesinski, director of m

ssorts are spicing up their of-
ferings with s lengiss, o

“In the Mid:

st, skiing is a very:

social thing. The night life and the
people they meel is very important.”

on a race team. You don't have to
ook like the guys on TV."
Buell said the leagues, which
eet on Monday and Thursday
nights,arenetup In three divisions,
ng u ty. Scoring is

new this year at Timber
idge — along with lights, more
snow maling equipment and a re
designed ski run — i a Sunday
ce seriea. The race series allows
Veiars of 4ll ages & Rocumuiais
ints toward trophies and prizes,
Pyt sessce pecss, aha
equipment.
Racing is also big at Caberfae
‘near Cadillac, where two giant sla-
Jom races are scheduled. The Ca-
berfae Open Ski Race will be Mar.5
and the ‘Cup Race is set Mar.

12

Foc o laps compediine, et
an easy giant slalom rac
ples over age 21 on Feb. ua.nm
the Sweetheart Race. The

150 will s Women's Shi

's Stephen Kircher

Team, has qualified to go 0 an
Olympic training camp in Colora-
do. This week the rest of the team is
at a Thanksgiving training camp in
Crested Butte, Colo., southwest of
Des

nver,

Andy'sthe firstone tn come out
of our program to develop at na-
ional catiner sad Rick Vanton-
geren, Cannonsburg ski school di-
rector

“Our primary goals are safety,
fun and learning, But we want o
get our athletes into as many na.
tional point competitions as we can
50 they can progress up the ladder

“ou don't have o have Olympic
aspirations to ski Cannonsburg be-
cause there's something for every-

one.
“The resort will open a new inter-

mediae Jevl sope for racers und

will accomms

this season. There's adaptive

ing for the handicapped, with s

skis for those who use wheelchairs

ilar

Seminar Jan. 26-27, Ilun:mn‘i after
similar seminars in Californi

and three-tracks for those with one
[

e G
art a S tesey oight Alpios tace i will ach wamen o 3k 2 e resort also hosts a winter

league in Januar little more aj

ively,” said Car- 5 Olympics for mentally

. ggress pecial
Resort near Go- ol Pmler_.‘g;ma] manager at Ca-  handicapped skiers.

w
bleshas lmw"nnglel;uﬂ—wr

lite gttty qunkt | and backchy popular demand is
e

price.

At Boyne Mountain and Boyne
Highlands, staffers observed that
skiers wanted more upscale ac-
commodations and excating night
iein adaition (0 the sing.

0 they've renovated the Snow-
% Lounge and booked some en-
tertainment. They've also added
more suites to accommedate fam-
iies and those who want roomier

ig:

I the Midwest, ding is  vecy
sacial thing. The mgm e and the
people they mect is very impor-
{an." said Steghen Kircher, special
projects director at Boyne Moun-
tain.

For more convenient skiing, the
rL'snl' also ny!‘";.i to D:l in :d";'
passet igh-s; jut e-
lnLh:hLe llll sv‘!leneee lI
gl back s s ik ot thoes
times faster, Kircher said.

To attract more non-skiers and
expand its winter season, the
Grand Traverse Resort in Traverse
has spent nearly $500,000 on
ights, decorations, entertainment
and a dinner theatre production,
offered weekends during Decem:

ber.

The “Northwoods Fantasy Holi-
day" icldes animated foret ani-
the lobby, storytelling for
el Ly
shops for all guests, and

m

Plenty of other specif§ events
weekends are planned loo, said
Kelli Munt, ssistant marketing

women over 21 — very

Southwest  exercise proj
ted in what

aid Lewis
l!n:'ll director of midmhn!md ski already

e o

semimr w||| mclul!! sld clinics, an Inm ar for skiers over age 50

nutritional ~ *“We have 80 members an

growing every day,” said Vanton-

The resort also will offer Ladies'
Day on Wednesdays, featuring free

Grand Ragids s
‘Andy

shop manager ot Timber idge Shepe 15 an Bt Gund pIMEe s lunch,  lesson
“Ify Cannonst

ou can ski, you can compete teen on the

By D.J. Herda

Skiing the Midwest is a real good newsibad news
tion.
e bad news is that, in order to enj
best. ne mus be willg o sk mf%., Iumienm
(early rains, late rains, thermor
5 oklow, baro spots th e of Sckders Feld,
lines from here to Pmnﬂm )

, Omthe flipsids, you'r es thanan hour's drveand

a 20-dollar bill from some of the best downhill skiing
in the Midwest.

So hes m-mmypurks(nr(opiﬂmmhn-dnys
drive of Grand Rapids. Keep warm. Stay dry. And hap-
Py schussing!

Most scenic view

Marquette Mountain, P.O. Box 487, Marquette,
Mich. l!llﬁﬁ S) 225-1155.

There' g right o the door of your rer
chate o 1t By Soens the o olgeg 1 15 b
quette. But you'll have a lnngmﬁc:m view of your di

the est o the cty froe the mouniai's summit.
The view to the north is a gorgeous panorama of M:
quette Harbor and the waters of Lake Soperir.
nery is courtesy of M:

‘Al this scer sy uette Mountain,
pans of which are 3o steep, the US, Olympic Luge

Team once accessed two of its runs for a permanent
practice site.

What that means for the serious skier is a 600-foot
ertical drop and some of the most :hl]]englngj
around. Marquette Mountain
steepest constani-grade run in the Midwest at 4a0eet,
a genuine Rockies-style slope sure to test the mettle of
the most jaded Midwesterer,

u | served by two double chairs, a T- m
Wwhichcombine to keep skiers
lift Ill\esandon the slopes on all but the busiest hlllﬂAy
weeke

O th area's 16 runs, Ridge isthe ongestand one of
the most popular at nearly 1V miles. But there are
plenty of novice and intermediate runs, 0o, 50 tal
‘your pick.

Food is typical ski-area fare in the cafeteria, and a
full servie Gar features entertinaoent oo weel
For more g, check out Clades
Landing o US. 1 Tor excellen sealood and st

Toughest run
Sugar Loaf, Route 1, Cedar, Mich. 49621, 228-5461.
Awful-Awful is an appropriately named run that has
gt dubjoss distinction as the toughest in the

Thllllﬁully, it ll but one of 22 runs accessed by a
bar andiivechair. ncng a e ca th rnt e side.

ins (¢

dnmull ul!ed '\hue Nu:a wh-l =|!!"’. nine mtrmlsdl
ate and seven advanced, many boasting spemmla
views of Lake Michigan lnrl Im!h Mann

Sugar and Spice, one of the are pc ular
intermediate runs (lighted lqv night s::snm is a long,

Lim

green limestone-encrusted bottom. It's a pnpnhr stop-

ety dp by o chsc

d offers o mem.gm guests 150 hotel rooms plus two-
d four-bedroom townhouse condominiums from
which to choose.

In addition: the Four Seasons Restaurant, three
lounges, game room, outdoor heated pool,

(ennis cours, daily NASTAR races and 32 miles of
cross-country trails nlus renlaix and instruction.

The nearby Leelanas (r{ Inn on US. ] spe-
ailoth T Tobeade § p.sli‘ ile the Bluebird and
the Cove in nearby Leland serve fresh seafood at mod-
eraie prices
Best snow

Nub's Nob, 4021 Nub's Nob Road, Harbor Springs,
Mich. 49740, 526-2131,
now. Tha's he orte o this Michigan ki ares.

area manager Jim Barlet, “so we don't have
about mints on the bed and water in the Jacuzzi. We
fost concentrate on making sure our siers get [0 ski”
ki they do on some of the finest snow this side
of

-
James Dillworth, whose death two years ago left a
voidin the Midwestern s indumry. designed snow
systems for both Taos and Nub's Nob, which
{ays claim 1o the worid's largest ski

The Nob's runs are 1 comfortable tht nov-
jce. seven intermediate and throe advanced. Of the
latter, two are rated among the top five advanced runs
in ihe state — Chute and 5

Chute starts out genly enough at the top; then the
bottom drops out, and you get a feeling of what i's ke
free-falling from an airplane. Searface offers a wildly
changing fall Nub's Nob South, on the other

i begiemisg skier's paradive . a noviceales

and [ift ticket for one package

‘mediate area with its own lift and long, graceful rails
covered by 100 percent snow-making.

The base «consists of & huge rustic lodge with
three massive sione fieplaces, al of which are kept
well-st

e expanded cafeteria offers everything

from peanul butter sandwiches to a new broiled chick-

en creation sport
alf above ty
Nub's Pub, a cozy lounge with a panor
area. Also available: a general store, ki school, ski

rental shop, ree crosscounty sking and  wel-

Rocked i shop. ABtonal SoceTRMORAIONS heArDy
Best family skiing

(ryml Mountain, Thompsonville, M1 49683, 378-

ki Crystal for many reasons. Mom and Dad
e range of special packages, some of which
skiing and lodging for kids unde
aecampanied by skiing adult. College Kids Yk the
one-price night skifng (until 10 p.m.). Would-be Olym:
ns enjoy aggressive NASTAR rurlu |ll-)lr'vm
(Crystal has rnked as high as 10th in the cc
NASTAR racing) Seniors 56 and over ski al for
such special incentives as free lift tickets and lessons
throughout February.

al offers five novice, 10 intermediate and seven
advanced runs served by dne quad and three double
air lifts plus a single rope
Fuck is 4 long, steep Crbiser that's popular with the

irector at Grand Traverse.
Scheduled are  health and fii- e . Ty 0 Jat vk Yty
Jan. 13-15; a murder
mystery weekend March 3-5; a ;""""“":-:1""’ “:"""\W""
hoto contest and clinic weekend | 2 Weseukes M, Laka Cay o by
h 1012 end o Big Bund | 50 e L e
1o said.
it 25, Nub's Nob, Harbor Springs SoRCE i Mebiom

offering more each vﬂrlsnr:mnus
Iy a good way to go," said Vanion-
geren at Cannonsburg.

locals, while Cheers, located right outside the Hamlet
condos, < popular ml:rm:dmu run lighted for night
kzmh and NASTAR
ore challenge? Check out The Gorge, & stoep,
acked with mngam that just keep getting

bigger as the season progres

Crystal offers country “\ua\almu\pm‘m After ski-
ing, take advantage of the area's ski shop, cafoteria,
dining room, lounges, sleigh rides, and outdoor heated
pool. Condos and additional accommodations are
nearby.

Best open skiing

Cannonsburg, Box 14, Cannonsburg, MI 49317,
{800) 253-8748.

Nothing fancy, nothing pretentious — just good, sol-
id skiing and fofs of it. That's the trademark of this
downhill area. Its 400 .mqupemnmgc--l novice, inter-
media
open skiing with
ple, and ﬂmmlmhmrlm two T-bars and
p people moving uphil e pace. On

n, most skiers hit the lmr'nH \huu Cruis-
ers off the tripio and quad chairs

Locals an iiting ot dogs, o the-ther hand,hesd
for The Face, a short, steep headwall bursting with

bumps — a good mette-tester for anyons with young

lungs. Younger skiers (ages 4-10)

ty Mite program, which includes s

instruction Saturdays or Sundays from 10 am. to 2
p.m., plus lunch and rest breaks

and a

'BOOTH NEWS SERVICE GRAPHIC

The topper to the season is the Small World World
Cupfor Mighty Mile skiers, Feb. 28, incuding sialom,
giant slalom and a day full o

Cunnonsbury's sprawiig Indge houses a cafeteria,

Whatever you look for in sk]mg a Michigan resort has it

b & SR IhD het I ehrvad it the Tt
Wednesday is Ladies' Day when 8 13 lifticket buys a
lesson, buffet lunchean and free nursery service; ditto
Thursday for men.

Not to be missed: College Weekend, Feb. 19-21 ,
including a Saturday bikini competition and a Sunday
freestyle mogul challenge.

Most picturesque resort
Boyne Mountain, Cherry Hill Road, Boyne Falls
49713, 549-2441.
The grandmother of Midwestern skiing, 30-year-old
is a scene straight from the of Heidi

When viewed from the mountain after dark, the minia.
ture Alpine village looks as if it stepped out of the

The first ski area in the United States 10 install a
four-place chairlift over a decade ago, Boyne today
oasts 11 lifts — six doubles, four quads, and a T-bar
—to move skiers uphill at a remarkable clip while the
area’s 17 runs sprawled out aver 200 acres of ski
terrain keep them from bottlenecking at the bottom
Don't get me wrong. Boyne can resemble a sardine
can on peak holiday weekends. Luckily, more than 100
hotel rooms and even more condos and trailside
lodges assure several thousand skiers a place o stay
the night ... providing they make reservations early.
‘After skilng, guests turm to the poal, Jacuzzi, exer-
siaeroom ane loungss fssuringlivs ndectinment)
The hotel dining room features excellent food. For &
1ite diffevent fortheroods exphrionce, ty the culbine
18 Gl & el estment e Cross Village
activities include ice skating, ski movi
hayrides and Houseguest Race award presentations
held each Thursday

Most luxurious resort

The Homestead Resort, Wood Ridge Road, Glen Ar-

bor, Mich. 49636, 334

‘ou drive up 10 the fodcct and han your skis 1o the
host, then wander around the village, checking out the
sights before stopping for a light breakfast of crois-
sants and coffee. A quick yawn, etch, and it's
back to the hill where your host meets you at the lift
with your skis waxed and ready to g0

That's skiing The Homestead. A Robert Kuras resort
community, The Homestead installed downhill skiing
Just three vears ago. Today the resort boasts 11 runs
from gentiest Lamb’s Quarters to expert Yellow Rock-
et plus some of the most spectacular scenery in the
Midwest. You can count the whitecapped breakers
churning up Lake Michigan as you begin your descent
down White Triliam, a steep leap off a short shelf fol-
lowed by a run-out to the lift just 300 feet from where
the breakers pound home.

The Homestead's runs are served by three chairs
(two triples. n s doubie) plus a Pony for beginners.
Maximum Hift capacity is more than 2,000 an hour.
although ticket sales are limited 0. 700 a day — &
thoughtful touch more reminiscent of a private club
thana public esor

0 the base lift s from the Village,
rmmrnrqulm cedar buildings nestled around a series
uf man-made ponds groomed for skating. The build-

gs house numerous retail shops, Homestead ski
s(hml rental shop, ski shop, several gourmet restau-
rants and bars, ticket sales hut, ski patrol shack, and a
popular outdoor beer garden.
ns, take time to enjoy The Homestead's
fantastic cuisine. The main wintertime restaurants are
Andre's Hearthside, a cozy little eatery serving Ameri-
can fare, and The inn, a three-story, luxuriously ap-
pointed brick structure with o magnificent view of
Lake Michigan.

Lighter appetites retreat to Kit and Caboodle, a deli-
bakery. Top off a hard day's night at Whiskers, a cozy
little bar located bencath Andre's, for libations and

hearty sandwiches acsomparid by lve jozz &
chamber m

anugm the autdoor pools and spas are closed dur-
ing winter, you can take a dip in your privaie Jacuzzi
(available in many rental units) or unwind beneath the
stars with a brisk game of platform tennis.

The trailhead for hundreds of miles of the most sce-
nic Nordie trails in Michigan (rentals and lessons
available) starts a short walk from the village center.

Accommodations at The Homestead are strictly
fouraar, Ve condominiums offer everything
from fully siucked Jitchens to sunkan UVing Tooms
With dramatic fireplaces. Many overlook the slopes
and offer a fantastic panorama of Lake Michigan, to

3

DJ. Herda s a free-lance writer, shi instructor and host
of the nationally syndicated television series "Skiing To-
day.”
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