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IT'S IN- THE WORKS

Skiing in Oklahoma?

SAPULPA — It Isn't
going to-be a luxury re-
sort. Or really even a re-
sort at all, .

There are no {owering
mountains, Long slopes. Fir
trees and aspen, Or fancy
cabins and chic bars.

The scenery, in facl,: al-
{hough pretty, is'a little
Jess than spectacular.

But there will be snow.

People will be able to

ski.

And they'll be able lo do
it right here in Oklahoma!

No, it isn't the pipe
dream of some visionary.

1t's real. And ils almost
ready lo go, its creator
says.

Only one thing is needed
— some cold - weather.

Skeptical?

Well, you're not the only
one,

“When I first talked to
people in Creek County
about starting a ski resort,
they thought I was a can-
didate for the funny
farm,” recalls project di-
rector and entrepreneur
Willis Barrows, a Vermant
natlve who says he has
been making ski slopes
and creatin g artificial
snow as a private-contrac-
tor for the past 14 years.

But the laughter and
skepticism are most ly
over mow, area observers
say.

They are being replaced
by eager anlicipation as
the Snow Valley Ski Arca
{akes shape a mile north
of the small hamiet of Kel-
Iyville, southwest of Tulsa
and midway between Bris-
tow and Sapulpa.

“This.isn't any loy,” de-
clared the 39-year-old sell-
designated  ‘‘snow engi-
neer.” This will be one of
the largest man-made ski
areas in the U.S. when
we're ready to go. Eventu-
ally, before Christmas, we
expect to have a total of 15
acres covered with 2 feet
of snow," he said.

“We'll have five tows for
the slopes, toboggans and
ski equipment . for Tent,
and licensed ski instruc-
tors. We won't have a ki
lodge as such, but we will
have a small snack bar.

“Qur longest ski run will
be about 900 feet long (the

length of three football
fields), and it will have
about a 25 to 30 per cent
grade,” Barrows said.
tye'll also have three be-
ginner's slopes about 400
feet long.’

But why Oklahoma?
Why nol a more “matural”
area? -

Barrows cxplained that
there were several rea-
sons.

Among the most impor-
tant were the prohibitive
cost of real estate in more
“patural’” ski areas, plus
the difficulty and expense
of getting the water he
needs for his snow-making
machines,

His wife Is another
reason.

“Actually, my wife and I
have been wanting to put
in a ski area for a number
of years, and she's the one
who talked up Oklahoma
because she's a mnative of
Konawa,” Burrows said.

ushe had been checking
areas where It would be
cold enough to make it fea-
sible to put in a snow ma-
chine, and we [igured
there would be enough
cold weather so that we
could operate a ski area
from around the first of
December to around
March or even April,” he
said.

“As soon as it gets down
to 28 degrees, I can put
down a foot of snow over
10 acres in an 8-hour per-
jod, and I figure that with
10 to 15 freezing nights a
month, I can keep snow
for a month,” the native of
Stowe, Vt., said. i

Barrows, a licensed ski
instructor, said he had
been creating artilicial
snow for 14 years and had
installed 15 of the systems
he had created, mostly in
California.

Using compressed air
and water, Barrows’ sys-
tem creates [luffy while
flakes he swears you can't
1ell from real snow.

The system Tequires @
Jot of water, and that is
one reason Barrows said
he chose Kellyville as the
site for his ski area.

Another reason he cited
was its proximity to both
the Tulsa and Oklahoma

City areas,

“1'd guess we have 7,000
to 10000 people in
Oklahoma who ski, and
there’s a big ski club in
Tulsa and one in Oklaho-
ma City," he said.

Barrows cstimated that
the ski arca would be able
{0 handle” about GO0 peo-
ple a day — including
those he says will be able
to ski under lights {rom 6
p.m. until 10 p.m.

The ski area will never
replace the “real thing”
but Barrows said it wasn't
meant to.

«‘Most Oklahomans whao
want to ski now either
have lo go to Colorado or
New Mexico, which is a
pretty good trip.

“we don't have the dist-
nace on the slopes or the
height of some of the bet-
ter skl resorts, of course,”
he said. “But anybody who
wants to have fun can cer-
tainly find it here.”

British Graduates
Not Getting Work

LONDON (AP) — Fewer
than 37 per cent of univer-
sity graduates in Britain
took jobs after earning
their degrees in 1970, a
government survey
showed. About 40 per cent
continued studies and the
rest were still out of work
six months after gradua-
tion. .
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