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Huntsville

* Star ski writer Len Coates is visiting
carious Ontario ski areas to find out what's
available for the family skier, what it will
cost and whether it's worth the trip. Today,
he looks at the Huntsville area in the first
of a series.

HUNTSVILLE — “If we had our snow and Colling:
wood's hills, we'd have it made.”

That, from Ed West of Tally-Ho Winter Park outside
Huntsville, just about sums up the alpine skiing situation
around here.

The Huntsville area (142 miles from Toronto) has four
ski resorts, but no hills that would seriously challenge the
expert skier.

It offers good famdy skiing vacations and, when
there's sparse snow farther south, Huntsville becomes an
attractive alternative for the intermediate skier.

The four ski spots near this Muskoka resort town are:
Britannia Hotel, about 15 miles east of town off Hwy. 60;
Curlew Ski Centre, thabe miles south off Hwy. 11; Hidden
Valley, five miles east; and Tally-Ho, seven miles east.

The most widely known of the Huntsville areas and the
one that offers the best skiing is Hidden Valley, owned by
the Hidden Valley Highlands Ski Club.

Assistant ski school director Norm Cooper correctly
assesses the resort’s assets when he says: “Our best fea-
ture s the good variety of terrain. It ranges from teaching
hills and good beginner trails up to some that would inter-
est the advanced intarmediate.”

It's a bowl-shaped area, right on the shore of Peninsu-
la Lake, so there's a view of the lake and the rugged
Muskoka countryside that should interest ski vacationers.

With the only snow-making equipment in the Hunts-
ville area, cold Muskoka nights and an annual snowfall of
about 115 inches, the conditions are usually good from mid-
December into March.

This year, an early snowfall had the hills well covered
Jast week. Cooper says the area will open for business and
an instructors’ course this weekend.

A big plus for Hidden Valley is the Holiday Inn hotel
beside the property. The Inn provides ski packages and,
with its dining, lounge, sauna and heated swimming pool,
can attract skiers for a week or a weekend.

While lengthy lift lines have not been a serious prob-
lem at Hidden Valley, a new lift tower this season is ena-
hling the club to add chairs to one of its two double chair
lifts.

Curlew, while not quite as high as Hidden Valley, pro-
vides r ble skiing for inter i

It's the only ski area near Huntsville that isn't directly
linked to hotel facilities, so it has to depend on day skiers
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or those who have been attracted to independent hotels and
motels.
Tally-Ho and Britannia both fall into the same catego-
ry: places for family winter vacations where skiing is sec-

ondary.

Tally-Ho Winter Park provides the playground for
guests at Tally-Ho Inn, a warm, homey place operated by
Ed West and his family, accommodating about 100 people.

The park has been in operation since 1961 but West
says he wouldn’t want to attempt to operate it without the
drawing power of the Inn.

Britannia, once one of the grand old hotels on Lake of
Bays, is making a comeback afler falling on hard-times
through neglect.

A new management team fs operating the 70-year-old
hotel but, at the moment, there are no definite plans to up-
grade the ski facilities. It's strictly a learner-beginner

area.
All of the Huntsville resorts offer cross-country skiing,
most of it over ungroomed trails.

WHO’S GOT WHAT
IN HUNTSVILLE
SKI AREA

BRITANNIA HOTEL t-bar only); x-country $2.

h ] Typical package: 5 days
Open: 7 days. (Sunday-Friday) accommo-
Prices: $5 a day; half-day  jaion " two meals daily,
aosrg 2 pm. $3; x-country i Jifts, lessons — $178

S through Holiday Inn Hidden
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Ski school: Private $10,  Vertical drop: 330 feet.
semi-private $6.50, ErOUP  nfar, length: 2,400 feet.

$3; rentals. o chair:
Vertical drop: 175 feet. Wl'f’:','o;?""h Ry
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A datl Britan- sauna, heat-

nia Hotel, dining room, ed outdoor pool, package
licensed,  entertainment, rates.
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Enquiries: Altair Vaca- Highlands Ski Club, Gr. Box
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Britannia Hotel, R.R.2, Holiday Inm, Postal Bag
Huntsville, (705) 835-2221. 6000, Hidden Valley, Hunts-
ville, (705) 789-2301, Toronto
CURLEW SKI CENTRE line (416) 364-2011.

Open: Wed. to Mon.

Prices: Weekdays g5, 1 ALL1-00 WINTER
weekends and holidays $7, PARK
students under 21 3550,  Open: 7 days.
hali-day from 2 p.m. $4.50. Prices: Weekdays §5, |

Sk school: Private $, half.days $3.50; weekends
semi-private $5, group $; 85 children $5, half-days
tentals, director Stan ¢35 j

SSIL Typical package: 5 day
Vertical drop: 260 feet. { .\10’1‘513)‘?"\'?(13)‘1‘ acu?mfs';os- |
Max. length: 3,500 feet. dation, t wo meals daily,
Lifts: 1 t-bar. 1 rope. lifts. lessons or x-country —
Accommodation: Area ¥H179010817.

motels and hotels Ski school: FPrivate $8

Enquiries: Curlew §ki Semi-private $5. group §3;
Centre, Box 151, Brace- rentals; director John Der- |
bridge. (705) 769-0998 or 645- 24
2671, Toronto No. (416) 223~  Vertical drop: 110 feet.
3050, Max. length: 1,800 feet,
Lifts: 2 pomas. 1 rope. ‘
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| children under 11 $4: week- Enquiries: Tally-Ho Inn,

ends and holidays $9, chil- Huntsville, (705) 6352281, |
dren $5.50 (lower rates for ski hill No. (705) 635-2282. |
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