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Shangri-la or illegal operation?

Son SHEENA MICHIE
ne -#poken
B AL R e RAARELL

past the bullding that won a provincial design a=
wird, and came (0 a stop at the foot of a mh.

I'he bumpg gradient stretched from his feet
sharply up the side of the valley until it joined
the back yards of the expensive homes on Blue
Forest,

This hill = in winter a ski slope with tow —
the culmination of Fine's plans for a complete
recreational resort, has also been his groaiest
headache,

It han dragged him into North York council
chambers to hear people demanding that his ski-
stope and tow be that he is using his
lands Illuun:.ll. making their lives miserable
with noise and invading the privacy of thelr res-
idential streets with traffic of ¢lub members,

To the 500 members who ski and relax after-
wards round the blazing open fireplace in the
lodge, sipping coffee and singing, Forest Valley
is a winter haven,

In his publicity material Fine describes his
camp as a Shangri=la,

But some residents In the area are members
of his clubs and would protest as strongly If the
facilities were denied them,

Fine bought the 30 acre site un the fringe of
the Bathurst- Finch area in the Don river’'s west
branch in 1956,

He operates a children's summer day camp,
a family country:club, a swim club and a ski
club,

E weeks at summer camp costs $330 and
serves 600 children at a time, There are 150
families In the swim club, Fees are $80 for the
first family member, $60 for the next and then
He also has a financial arrangement with NY
board of education which uses his centre for out=-
door education,

The ski club — now two years old — costs the
members & nominal fee of $2 and then additional
tow fees per day,

Other factli at the camp Include tennis,
volley ball and basketball courts, baseball dia-

monds, riding hildren .
ure plmmpollmm-:ommr:.w —

There arc also barbequing and dining areas

Since he started the camp, Iine has recelv
numerous bulldl rmits,

He told the Mn“\rnl he applied for the zoning
amendment to comply with the District 11 plan,
which when in effect would rezone his land from
greenbelt to 02 private open space,

I'he reason for (his has never been clearto the
townshlp because 02 does not allow commercial
recreational facilitles either, and line, who
made the application without legal represent-
ation has never clarified the position.

Fine believes he is ' a victm of election fo=
ver,''

His two strongest-opponents ate councilor Mur-
ray Chusld, who says the centre is omw of the
finest In the province, but “if i's not being
run as required we've got to make sure that it
I8, and Mrs, Pauline Shapero, a real estate sales-
man, who (s running for council In York town-

‘h .

;-Plnc. a graduate of the university of Toronto
school of physical and healih education and a grad-
uate of Ontario college of education — asks how
he could possibly have run an illegal operation
for ten years,

“After all, the township has Inspected bulldings
and granted permits, | had nothing to hide,’

e

whole mess=up 1s the rownship's fault,
he maintains, ‘‘| am very annoyed that | have
been placed in this position,”

Fine makes one concession. ‘1 admit that
the snow making machine does disturb, | was
anxious to make some arrangement to meet the
residents’ wishes on this when suddenly the
whole thing was stirred ug.

The township created this zoning problem, Fine
says, They rezoned the area at the top of my lot
to allow these homes to be bullt,
h'"Nn' | want the same rezoning concesslons,’

says,

Fine's last word on the furore is: “"Whatever
I am going to come out of this with my

hands clean,'’

In March Bert Fine, owner of the Forest
Valley day camp, swim and ski ¢lub in the
Bathurst-Finch area, applied to North York
township for a zoning amendment,

The amendment almed to “permit educa-
tional, recreational, social facilities, and to
recognize exl uses’’ on his land,

Residents on Forest and Maxwell be-

side the Fine claimed that centre was
i jalenterprise and was

1

IT'S ILLEGAL, NO IT ISN'T—NEW INFO CHANGES HIS MIND

he had received more information,

This new Information led him to report: It
appears the club’s facilities are for the use of
members who are nrlnd topay for the ser-
vices provided, The facilitles are not avail-
able to the general public on payment of an
admission fee, .

“From the Information now made available
the present use does not contravene the zon-
m l."n

Council ordered the traffic, fire and licenc-

plaint
to Fine's clubs and nolse from a snow making
machine.

The comminee’s findings are important
Mu!lnm.:h:ndd‘:.nl.. »
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