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Sport that’s hot off the slopes

Continued from page M1

“Initially, resort owners and ski

-area managers were reluctant to
let snowboards on ski slopes due

-to ,unclear insurance policies.

owever, snowboarders have

_carefully introduced the sport to

ski area managers and the skiing
public by putting on demonstra-
tions.

In Alberta, Achenbach said,
there have been no safety prob-
lems at areas that currently wel-
come snowboarders.

- . The October ’86 issue of Inter-

national Snowboard Magazine
carried an article about a snow-
boarding seminar that took place
at the U. S. National Ski Areas As-
sociation’s silver anniversary last

.May in Nashville, Tenn. With
speakers from the snowboard
industry, insurance companies

and ski area management, the

- seminar addressed many of the

portant issues that must be

“dealt with if the sport is to gain
- mass acceptance.

Terms of risk

These included the need to
establish snowboarding stand-
ards; define accepted lengths and
widths and proper safety require-
ments.

One insurance representative
assured ski area managers that
there wouldn't be much differ-
ence between snowboarding and
skiing in terms of risk. Attitudes
like this will certainly help open

_up the slopes to snowboards and

ski area managers are gradually
opening their slopes to this new
sport. In the United States there
are 85 areas listed. And there’s a
market: Paul Sundman, vice-
president of Burton Snowboard
Corporation, estimated that

Stratton Mountain in Vermont
alone sold over 8,000 tickets to
snowboarders last year.

Sunshine Village in Banff was
the first mountain in Canada to
allow snowboards on its slopes
four years ago. Snowboarders,
they insist, must pass a test to
show their ability to turn, stop
and start. Snowboard rentals can
be found in Calgary at the Sno-
board Shop for $15 a day and in
Banff at the Spoke And Edge.

Although snowboarding is just
catching on now, it’s been around
for almost 50 years. The first
snowboard was made in 1939 by
a Finnish skier, Sacari Hiltanen,
development of his board stopped
with the onset of World War IL

In the last decade the real
snowboarding pioneers have been
in the backwoods riding on hills,

laciers and mountains, testing

ifferent base profiles, shapes,
materials and constructions.

Snowboards are now generally
made of fibreglass and have a P-
tex base like skis. Unlike skis,
however, the bindings on snow-
boards don’t release. They are
high plastic step-in supports with
a strap or rachet-type buckle to
hold the boot in place. Release

bindings are presently in experi-
mental stages, the forerunner in
construction being Glacier Snow-
boards, based in Nevada. They're
not proven safer than non-release
bindings but it may increase ac-
ceptance in ski areas.

Any winter boots will do but
the most popular are Sorel’s,
which have a ski boot liner. These
provide additional ankle support
as well as warmth and comfort.
To move the board on flat
ground, you simply unstrap the
back foot and push as you would
a skateboard.

Often the tail end of the board
is made with a “V” cut to help
make turning easier and to give
extra flexibility.

A number of snowboarding
competitions are lined up this
year. Flips, backscratchers,
handplants, noserolls, mectwists,
laybacks and pocket airs are just
some of the tricks snowboarders
can do. They are judged on their
style, height of jump and speed.

The Third Annual North
American Snowboarding Cham-
pionships will be held at Sunshine
Village in Banff this year on May
2 and 3. The Snoboard Shop is the
major sponsor for this event and

Every sport has its own slang
and snowboarding is no excep-
tion. Here's a brief glossary to
help the novice sound like a pro:
Radical: Performing with in-
tense movements.

Heavy shredin’ or rippin’ it up:
Zig-zagging down the slopes
with power and confidence/feel-
ing great/performing well.

Stoke: “Hot”/pushing yourself

Learning to speak the sport

to the limit.

Slamming: Wiping out or liter-
ally slamming into things.
Burly or knarly: Expressed
when watching an extremely
difficult jump or trick.

Lame: Expressed when watch-
ing an extremely easy jump or
trick.

Big air: Getting lots of height on
the jump.

anyone can enter. Last year there
were 85 entrants and all the top
names were present. $7,500 in
cash and prizes were given out.
Terry Kidwell, three-time world
champ from Sim’s Snowboards
won overall. Other big names to
watch out for are Scott Clum,
Jose Fernades, Mark Heingart-
ner, Evan Feen and Damian
Sanders.

In the United States, snow-
boarders are gearing themselves
for the World Classic in Brecken-
ridge, Col,, on April 3-5. And in
Italy and Switzerland the world
championships will be held
February 22-28.

Ontario first

At Mt. St. Louis, the first
Ontario Snowboarding Cham-
pionships will be held on March
14, 1987. For more information
call Peter Wheldrake at the Hog-
town Skate and Snowboard Shop
at 698-2500.

Subscriptions to the Interna-
tional Snowboard Magazine costs
$9 for one season (six issues).
Write to Box 170309, San Fran-
cisco, California 94117-0309.

In Toronto, snowboards are
being sold at the Hogtown Skate
and Snowboard Shop located on
2211 Gerrard St. E.; Rudy’s
Sports Centre at 1055 Eglinton
W., and, the California Pro- at
2627 Yonge St. Prices for boards
range from $279 to $650.

The Snoboard Shop in Calgary
ships boards free of charge to
anywhere in the world. Write
them at Box 1192, Station G, Cal-
gary, Alta. T3A 3G3 or call (403)
270-SNOW.

O Sue Lebrecht is a freelance
writer and snowboard enthusiast
living in Toronto.
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